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With the new year the lessons of the International 
series change from the Old Testament to the New 
from Genesis to Luke. Professor Kendrick resumes 
his Critical Notes in the department of our lesson 
helps so satisfactorily filled for the past six months 
by the Rev. Dr. Chambers. It is well to begin the 
new year with the story of our Lord’s earthly life. 
This is the plan for the three years already marked 
out by the new Lesson Committee. 

Trust and toil are well represented in their proper 
relations by the Christian Indian who is reported in 


The American Missionary as writing to his brother 


of his new life, “ I pray every day, and hoe onions.” 
There are so many who expect to get a crop in this 
life by praying without hoeing, and so many more 
who think that hoeing will do the business without 
prayer, that it is refreshing now and then to find the 
gospel of faith and works preached and illustrated 
in its entirety. “I pray every day, and hoe onions.” 
That is a very good modern response to the Crom- 
wellian injunction, “ Trust in God, and keep your 
powder dry.” 


Now that the harvests are gathered in, the unem- 
ployed fields seem to teach by their very inactivity 
that there is a time for lying fallow as well as a time 
for sowing, and a time for reaping. And this lesson 
is very important, if only it be wisely learned. In the 
hurry and bustle of modern life, when the heart and the 
brain are taxed and exhausted by constant excitement 
we are too apt to curtail the needed time of rest, 
and to forget that there is au art of profitably doing 
nothing. Some of us are more apt to misuse or 
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neglect our times of leheare sient: our times 5 of labor ; | taste ond einem, They are alle 3 beautiful 
and just here is where we need to be on our guard. | specimens of art. And both Prang and Marcus 
The waste or the want of these resting spaces isa| Ward have this year made many attractive addi- 
more serious affair than we imagine. | tions to their former variety. The study of one of 
| their cataiogués will enable a person to find just the 

most pleasing and appropriate token of remembrance 
| to any one who is worthy of remembrance. 


“Tn this mortal journeying, wasted shade 
Is worse than wasted sunshine.” 
There is no gain in continual bustle, either in the ma- 
terial or the spiritual sphere. When we learn how to 


rest, we shall have gone a good way towards learning 
how to work. 





A statement is going the rounds of the missionary 
journals, that Dr. Legge, professor of Chinese at 
Oxford, says: “If the present rate of conversion of 
the Chinese to Christianity continues, by the year 
Moody is to start a school for boys at his Massachu- | 1913 there will be twenty-six millions of church- 
setts home. He has bought three hundred acres of | members, and one hundred millions of professed 
land for a farm, and he purposes work and play and | Christians in the Chinese Empire.” Confidence in 
atudy for the boys whom he undertakes to educate. | sueh a statement as that is a good illustration of 
The new farm-school is to be on the family plan—a | What might be called a “mathematical faith.” Re- 
group of a dozen boys or soina family home, instead ligion and science might seem to be reconciled on 
of on the dormitory plan. It is not to be a reform-| that basis. With certain facts before us concerning 
atory institution, “My plan is,” says Mr. Moody, | the operations of grace, we infer that there is a law 
“to take boys of unfortunate parents who are not | of progress by which certain desirable results in the 
able to educate them; but the boys shall be promis- | spiritual kingdom will be reached at a clearly deter- 
ing ones, and such as, if educated, would make good minable date. That is what Mr. Daniel Pratt, the 
preachers and missionaries.” The tuition bills are | Great American Traveler, calls “faith founded on 
to be graduated according to circumstances. When | reason.” There is a great deal of it in the world. 
it seems necessary, the boys will be taken without cost | A New England pastor once consoled himself in the 
to themselves or their friends. About fifty thousand lack of apparent blessings in his ministry by an 
dollars for this enterprise is already in hand—twenty- examination of the figures of church attendance and 
five thousand dollars of this being from Mr. Hiram | church membership under his predecessors for a 
Camp, of New Haven, Connecticut. There will be no | century back. He found that about one in ten of 
debts incurred in building or managing the institution. | the regular hearers of the gospel message in that 
When Mr. Moody was asked if he thought a school | congregation professed faith in the Saviour, and he 
of this kind was needed in this country, his charac- | settled down on the comfortable conviction that he 
teristic answer was, “ Yes, ten thousand of them. | was filling his place nicely so long as those figures 
What is more needed than religious, moral, and | held It was a comfort to him to ask, “ Were 
but where are the nine?” 
wise get it?” The first family home is to be ready | And when he saw the nine disappearing in gloom 
for boys about the first of the new year. The idea | he was sure that that was just what might have been 
is a good one, and it bids fair to be well carried out. | expected. Now the true missionary faith believes 

— that God is able to reach twenty-six millions of 
Chinese in the year 1881, and have them all 
“church-members ” as well as all “ professed Chris- 
tians”—if there is any difference in those two 
things. If we are dependent on the Lord in our 


Besides his school for : ae at Northfield, Mr. 


There is a danger—a danger not always avoided 
too—of making Christmas a burdensome season in 
its calls for the giving of presents to friends and 
acquaintances. This custom has, in some quarters, t 
become a heavy and an irksome tax. It is wrong| hope for the conversion of China, let us pray 
that this should ever be the case. The remembering | and work accordingly. If the almeanac is our hope, 
of friends and acquaintances at Christmas-tide is | let us study the figures, and be sure of the dates. 
one thing; the necessity of purchasing something | Which is the better way? 
for them which shall represent the cash value of our eae ee 
love for them is quite another thing. One of the TEARING THE ‘ROOF OFF. 
most sensible and, indeed, one of the most satis-| One of the evidences of faith spoken of approv- 
factory ways of showing our loving remembrance | ingly by the Lord Jesus was the tearing of a roof 
of dear ones, without undue expense, is the send- | off,in an emergency. And the same spirit will show 
ing of Christmas cards—and the same is true of| itself in the same way whenever there is an occasion 
New Year’s and birthday cards. These cards are| for it. Unless a man is ready to tear a roof off 
now supplied by Prang and by Marcus Ward in| when the roof stands between him and the Lord, his 
such variety, and in such taste and beauty, as to | faith is nothing to speak of. 
furnish all that could be asked forasatokenofremem-| It was in the case of a poor palsied man, who could 
brance by young or old. We have often urged the | do nothing for himself. He could neither go alone 
desirableness of the use of these cards in the Sun-| nor stand. His friends wanted him cured ; but his 
day-school, in place of any other gift from teacher or | disease was beyond their help. What could they 
superintendent ; and we are glad that the practice of |do? They had heard of Jesus of Nazareth as a 
using them in this way is on the increase. Now we| mighty wonder-worker. They believed that he could 
press the substitution of them for more expensive | help them; but how could they get at him? That 
was the question ; and it was a question which they 
erally. In addition to the ordinary supply of these | were determined to answer in one way or anoth 
cards the four prize specimens published this season | T’here was where their faith began to show * 
by Prang offer a selection to gratify any person of! advantage. They didn’t propose to sit still 
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they were, in the hope that Jesus would come around 
to their place sooner or later. They didn’t even 
depend on prayer that they might somehow get at 
Jesus, without taking hold vigorously in the effort to 
reach him. They found out where Jesus was, to 
begin with. He was in a house in Capernaum. At 
once they took hold of the four corners of the palsied 
man’s bed, and started off with the poor fellow to the 
place where Jesus was. When they reached the 
house they found it was crowded, packed so full of 
people that they couldn’t get a sight of Jesus. 
“There was no room to receive them” there ; “ no, 
not so much as about the door.” Now came the 
testing time. What did theydo? Turn back home 
with the palsied man, saying that there was no use 
trying to get in there? Sit down alongside of him 
in the street, and mope or wring their hands over 
his helplessness? Give themselves wholly to prayer 
for his curing, and leave things at that? By no 
means. They did nothing of that sort. When they 
saw that there was no chance of getting the man in 
by the door-way, they looked around to find some 
other mode of access to Jesus. “They went upon 
the house-top.” It was not an easy matter to get 
that palsied man up the stairs to the house-top; but 
they were in dead earnest. One way or another their 
burden was to be laid before Jesus. If the house-top 
offered the only hope, to the house-top they would go, 
And when they were on the house-top, they didn’t 
propose to let the roof stand in their way. That 
must come off; and come off it did. “They un- 
covered the roof where he was; and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick 
of the palsy lay.” There, their mission was accom- 
plished. The palsied one was at the feet of the 
Great Physician. “ When Jesus saw their faith,’— 
their faith as shown in getting on to the house-top 
and tearing the roof off, because that was their only 
way of getting into his presence,—“ he said unto the 





sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
There is an example, and there is encouragement for 
believers of to-day. If you want the Lord’s blessing, 
be ready to show your faith in climbing to a house- 
top, and tearing the roof off. 

There are a good many Christians who have pal- 
sied friends, about whom they are considerably 
exercised. It is a pity that there is not more of 
house-top climbing and roof-tearing, instead of bed- 
side moaning, in the effort to have the palsied made 
whole again. Here are some who think that the 
Sunday-school is palsied in its relations to home 
religion and church attendance. We are told that 
the old-time vigor has left the loved form; and the 
signs of present weakness in contrast with former 
strength are pointed out by weeping relatives. If 
the diagnosis is correct, the case of the Sunday-school 
paralytic needs prompt attention and vigorous action. 
You who think you see the signs of palsy in the 
Sunday-school, take hold of it at once. Step up 
there, four of you, a theological professor at one 
corner, a venerable judge at another, a sad-hearted 
editor at the third corner, and an ex-superintendent 
at the fourth. Lift away at the bed-ridden cripple, 
and carry it to a place of cure, If access by ordi- 
nary avenues to.the church which ought to care for 
the Sunday-school in these particulars is blocked up, 
climb up from the outside and tear tho roof off. 
That is a good work to do in suchacase. If you 
have real faith, you will show it in energy and 
determination of this sort. 

It may be that your Sunday-school lies palsied in 
a basement room, needing air and light to give it 
health. Get it out into a place of cure. Tear the 
roof off, if necessary, from the whole church building, 
instead of allowing the Sunday-school to perish 
slowly in a dismal tomb, buried before the breath 
has left its body. Or it may be that old customs or 
traditions—in the line of hours of service, or plans 
of organization, or methods of securing teachers, or 
the continuance in office of a worn-out superintend- 
ent—palsy your school, and shut it out from the 
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the helpless school’s bedside; but up with a deter- 
mination to have what is needful done, even if you 
must tear the roof off® 

Conservatism is all very well—when it is well ; but 
there are times when the truest conservatism is in 
smashing things. If you want to save the meat of an 
egg, you must break the shell. There is no getting 
at the kernel without cracking the nut. So long as 
you insist on holding the seal of the letter intact, you 
will be unable to read the message which it covers. 
Breaking up the roof of social customs, of business 
usages, of political party practices, of antiquated 
church and Sunday-school observances, is often the 
only hope of cure for a palsied body politic. 

~ Possibly your church or Sunday-school just now 
lies palsied on a bed of spiritual helplessness. You 
feel that if you could only get it fairly into the 
presence of the Lord of life there would be hope of 
acure. But so many things combine to block the 
way at this particular season, that it seems a useless 
thing to try to get your charge before Jesus until 
the crowd disperses. This is the emergency to test 
your faith. Now, in this holiday season, without 
waiting for the fairs, or the concerts, or the celebra- 
tions, or the parties, to be done with, up with your 
palsied charge, clamber above these things, get to the 
house-top, break up the tiling, tear off the roof, reach 
Jesus with the burden of your longings and prayers. 
Let him see your faith in your energy ; and according 
to your faith it will be unto you. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, which is published from the 
office of The Sunday School Times, gives with each 
number a fresh Order of Service for the use of such 
schools as desire it. This Order of Service includes 
appropriate responsive readings, with parts assigned to 
the superintendent, the teachers, and the scholars, It is 
concerning such an outline as this that a correspondent 
from central Pennsylvania writes : 

We need an Order of Service for the entire school—juveniles 
and all, For the primary department we now use helps from 
Chicago; yet we desire to open and close together. If you 
have any plan to offer, say on. 

In The Scholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 1881, 
now ready for delivery, the Order of Service gives a sepa- 
rate part in both reading and singing to the infant class, 
or primary department; also to the boys and to the girls 
separately, as well as to the teachers, and the superia- 
tendent, and to the entire school. This Order of Service, 
together with an Opening Hymn and Music, a Respon- 
sive Review Exercise, and the Quarterly Review, can be 
obtained on one sheet, at seventy-five cents a hundred 
copies, from Mr. Wattles, the publisher of The Sunday 
School Times. el 

“A long prayer” and “a short prayer” are relative 
terms. That which would be called long in one service, 
or in one community, would be deemed short in another. 
Hence it is impossible to fix the limits of time for an 
opening prayer in the Sunday-school, as desired by a 
Southern superintendent, who writes: 

Would you be pleased to enlighten me as to how long a 
superintendent or any of his teachers ought to pray at the open- 
ing of a Sunday-school? I have been a superintendent about 
nine years, and am led to ask the above question from the fact 
that I have been criticised on this point in teachers’ meeting by 
one of my members. It hurt me some. I afterwards asked 
one of my teachers, who is always in time to take part in the 
opening exercises, if he thought I was lengthy in prayer. He 
frankly stated he thought that I sometimes was, What shall 
Ido? Ilove my school. My constant desire is their salvation, 
We do not see each other save upon the Sabbath day, and then so 
many things crowd upon my mind that I lose sight of all else 
in thinking of God’s mercies, and I am led sometimes to pray 
five minutes, while some who are late are standing outside the 
door. I do not wish to offend any one, and I am led to think 
. that a change would be desirable. Until my mind becomes 
more clear upon the subject I shall call upon the teachers in 
turn to lead in that part of the opening exercises. I ama 
careful reader of The Times, and should be glad if you would 
give me your thoughts upon this matter in your Notes on Open 
Letters. 

It would certainly seem that this superintendent has 
reason to think himself in the habit of making his open- 
ing prayer too long. And it would also seem that his 
idea of an opening prayer is not the correct one, A 
superintendent in the desk is set to ead the teachers and 
scholars in ¢heir prayers ; not to pray Ais personal prayer 





hope of present gure. Waste no time weeping by 





the school, is his duty at that time. Of course he loves 
his school. Of course he desires the salvation of all who 
arein it. And of course he prays for the salvation of 
his scholars when he and they are not together. When, 
however, they are all gathered for worship and Bible 
study, their superintendent ought to be at their head as 
their leader in both worship and study ; and every utter- 
ance of his should give evidence that he so understands 
his duty. If he loses himself in his personal longings 
for them, as he stands up to lead them in prayer, he would 
do well to arrange his plan of prayer* beforehand. Let 
him consider carefully in advance what those teachers 
and scholars ought to say to God at such an hour as that; 
and then be ready to lead them in saying that. A few 
sentences of thanks to God, and of prayer for his guid- 
ance in Bible study, with special petitions in the line of 
any special need or event of the day—as for a sick teacher 
or scholar, or in view of a death from the school, will be 
more likely to be joined in by all, and to be impressive 
on all, than a longer prayer—however earnest and heart- 
felt—by the superintendent for the salvation of all. 


It was in our issue for November 8, 1879, that Mr. 
George H. Babcock, of Plainfield, New Jersey, gave a 
full description of a copying-pad, easily made and man- 
aged, for the multiplying of copies of any card, or circu- 
lar, or order of exercises, or lesson help, for use in the 
Sunday-school. This description has been put to prac- 
tical service ‘by many superintendents. It has been 
referred to by{us several times, in connection with claims of 
various parties to a patent-right covering the method of 
manufacture described. The subject is brought into 
new prominence by the issue of letters patent on a simi- 
lar contrivance, and calls for information come to us 
from various quarters, after the style of the letter from a 
Chicago subscriber, who writes : 


A question in reference to copying pads is pertinent just 
now. I read in The Times last year the recipe of one of your 
contributors for making a “ pad,” and I made one, and have 
used it repeatedly. I did so unhesitatingly, because of the 
positive statement in your paper that the composition could 
not be covered by a patent, and that there would be no in- 
fringement in following the suggestions made. Now, as you 
know, the Hektograph Company are advertising far and wide 
that they have bought up all claims and rights covering the 
“ dry-copying process,” that they are fully protected by letters 
patent, and that any use of pads, other than those they make, 
is an infringement, and will be prosecuted. I ask for my own 
benefit, as well as for others who have made pads on The 
Times’s recipe, that a public statement be made in your paper 
as to the truth of the matter, that we gay know whether we 
have the right to use our pads or not. The information given 
before in the paper was a great boon to Sunday-school workers 
everywhere. If a few authentic lines will now save us from 
trouble, we shall be doubly thankful. 


The present position of the matter in question is best 
stated by the following note from the writer of the origi- 
nal recipe : 

In answer to your inquiry as to the right of persons to make 
and use the copying pad described in The Sunday School Times 
in November, 1879, I would say, that since that article was 
published, a patent has been granted by the United States 
Patent Office which seems to cover the use of such a pad. It 
was granted to Charles Henry Green, as the assignee of Vincentz 
Kwaysser and Rudolf Husak, both of Bohemia. I say “seems 
to cover” it, because it is very doubtful if it does cover it in 
fact. In order to do this, they must have been the first inven- 
tors, and, being foreigners, the invention must not have been in 
use in this country more than six months before their applica- 
tion for patent. It is not probable that they were the first 
inventors ; for one Ferdinand: Stein, of Vienna, has been sell- 
ing the recipe to various parties as a secret for the last seven 
years, Dr. V. Wartha analyzed one of Stein’s pads, and pub- 
lished the recipe in Dingler’s Polytechnic Journal, from which 
very many parties, both in this country and Europe, went into 
their manufacture. No less than nine applications were made 
for a patent in the United States: two from Austria, one from 
Russia, one from Canada, and the rest from this country. The 
patent was granted June 1, 1880, to the parties above named, 
who elaim also to have patents in Austria, Germany, Belgium, 
France, and England. A patent has likewise been granted to 
William H. Spencer, November 30, 1880, for a similar process. 
The possession of a patent is not proof of a right, though it is 
prima facie evidence of a right to the thing claimed. Kways- 
ser and Husak do not claim the pad itself, but “the method of 
obtaining copies of writings,” etc. Their assignee has no 
right, therefore, te stop any one from making pads, the compo- 
sition of which, by the way, is very similar to a well-known 
composition for printers’ rollers, in use here for years. If he 
has any right, it is to the use of the pads for making copies ; 
but it is not probable that any serious attempt will ever be 
made to enforce such a claim, even if valid, as it would not be 

a paying business, the expenses being greater than the income. 
My opinion is, therefore, in view of the above facts, that your 
readers need not trouble themselves about the claims of any 
party to the exclusive right to the use of the copying pad. At 
any rate, it is certain that any pad made before June 1, 1880, 





or them, Leading the school in prayer, not praying for 


may be used as long as it lasts, without question, 
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THE ANSWERED PRAYER. 


BY G. M. 


Soft fell the mother’s lullaby— 

The dusky room was cool and dim. 
‘The lace-crowned cot swung to and fro 

In rhythmic measure with the hymn: 
“< From sin and sorrow, God of light, 
Preserve my little maid to-night!” 

O love that trembled in the tone 

That sounded through the twilight room! 
O love that shone in dewy eyes— 

Like stars alight amid the gloom! 
While ebbed and flowei the accents mild, 
‘From sin and sorrow keep my child!” 
O tender bosom heaving high 

With mother-love and pure delight! 

O words of happy melody— 

“* God keep my little maid to-night! ”* 
While sweet the baby breathing low— 
And lace-crowned cot swung to and fro. 
Gray crept the dawn behind the hill! 

And the dread night went shivering by ; 
And o’er the watchers spent and chill 

The sun looked down with pitying eye ; 
But no song rose amid the gloom 
That hung athwart that darkened room! 


For God had heard the prayer she sang,— 
, Lhat happy mother bending low,— 
And answered it, at break of day, 

While yet the cot swung to and fro,— 
** From sin and sorrow,” in his love 
Had called the baby-maid above. 


JESUS CONSECRATING ALL LIFE. 


BY THE REV, J R. MILLER. 


In his passage through life, in all its phases of growth 
and development, Jesus sanctified all pure relationships 
and experiences. He sanctified childhood. It is no 
wonder that all over Christendom Christmas is a day 
sacred to childhood. It is the children’s day. It tells of 
a child that was born. Very beautiful are the legends 
that a tender fancy has invented of the Christ-child and 
his visits every year to every home where there is a child 
to bless. Childhood has been sanctified, its joys sweet- 
ened, and its sacredness enhanced, by the human infancy 
of Jesus. 

So he sanctified motherhood, since of a human mother 
was born the incarnate God; since on a human mother’s 
bosom he lay, clasping his tiny arms about her neck. 

So he sanctified home. Whatever is truly sacred, pure, 
tender, and holy in our homes comes from his life in this 
world. What » home that Nazarath home must have 
been! Think of that lovely, sinless, joyous life growing 
up there, through tender infancy, bright, beautiful youth, 
noble, spotless manhood. One patient, gentle spirit in 
any home is enough to fill all the household life with 
unspeakable sweetness and peace. But think of Jesus, 
his wondrous beauty, his benignity, his self-forgetfulness, 
his prayerful piety, his divine purity, his joyous affec- 
tionateness, his unruffied calm. The old legends tell us 
that day and night, wherever he moved, or rested, or slept, 
there was a halo of light about him. So there was, but 
it was the light of love, the glow of heaven’s tender 
peace. It filled all that home. And ever since Chris- 
tianity has been a home religion. ‘It purifies home joys, 
softens home sorrows, sanctifics home relationships. 

So Jesus blessed poverty, for he lived as a poor man. 
He blessed toil; for his own hands grew hard as he 
wrought. He blessed social life; for he grew in favor 
with his fellow-men; no stern ascetic, but mingling in 
the circles of his friends, and pouring the fragrance of 
his gracious character on all about him. 

Then at length he went away from the privacy and 
quiet of the home, snd for three years longer touched 
life at all its higher and lower points. He met tempta- 
tion’s stern assaults, being tempted at all points like as 
we are. He learned very soon what it was to be hated: 
what it was to love intensely, and not to be loved in 
return ; what it was to receive only scorn for all his pity- 
ing compassion; what it was to want to bless and help 
others, and to have them turn away and refuse his gifts 
and help; what it was to be grieved and disappointed, 
and have men draw away from his influence, and slip 
down toruin. He learned what it was to be rejected, 
even by his family: what it was to be homeless and 
friendless, with an atmosphere of icy hate all about 
him ; what it was to be betrayed by one he had cher- 
ished for years as a friend, to be denied by another, to 
be forsaken by all, and to stand utterly alone in the 
centre of the world’s rage and cruelty. 

I have merely touched upon these points in his human 
experience to show that he has sanctified all life. He 


touched humanity at every point, from the tenderness 
and innocency of the new-born babe to the lowest depth 
of sorrow and shame, 

Life is all holy now. We all know how human love 
consecrates for us whatever it touches. You treasure a 
| little picture; you keep it in yourown room ; gold would 
| not buy it Itis neither beautiful nor valuable as a work 
| of art; yet there is nothing in the galleries that has for 
| your eye such loveliness. It was your mother’s; her own 
_hands made it. How sacred is a book whose pages a 
| loving friend used to turn and read. How we prize any- 
| thing that love has touched! How sacred are the paths 
| affsction’s feet have pressed,—the room, the chair, the 
| pen, the table, the cup, the ring, made precious by love’s 
| memories! And all life is rendered sacred by the touch, 
| the footprint, the heart-thrill of Jesus. 
| It ought not to be so hard for us to live, when we 
| remember this, Whatever the experience, we know that 
Jesus once felt the same that we feel. This is nothing 
| strange to him. He understands; he sympathizes; he 
knows how to help. 





| WHY THE BIBLE CAME FROM GOD. 
BY THE REV. DANIEL VAN PELT. 

Have you ever reflected, thoughtful reader, what won- 
derfully nice and apt and just provisions there are to be 
found all around us? We look at the different parts 
of the eye. They are a mystery to us; we know not 
what they mean till we see the light striking them, pass- 
ing through one part, and then another, and another,—at 
last an image of surrounding objects is depicted ona 
dark background. Then we learn that light and the eye 
are provided the one for the other. Without the eye 
light would be darkness, so far as mankind is concerned ; 
without light, the eye would be meaningless. 

We turn the glance inward upon ourselves, into that 
world of wonders embraced within the limits of each 
human spirit. The first spectacle is one of helplessness 
in body and mind. As the body grows, the mind advances 
too, awakening slowly to the knowledge of its powers 
and its dignity. The thirst for knowledge, ever whetted, 
but never slaked, by what the mind drinks in, bids the 
mind reach continually after profounder depths and 
greater heights in nature, in man, in God;—and the 
objects of knowledge never fail. Yea, it has become a 
truism that, the more we know, the more we become 
convinced of the little we know: so vast are the fields of 
knowledge still stretching beyond our farthest reach. 
The mind aches to know, and things to know are abun- 
dantly supplied to it. 

Not to defer our argument too long, we observe hastily 
that we have an appreciation of the beautiful, and the 
worlds of matter, mind, and spirit teem with beauty. 
We have a power of affection, and many are the objects 
which call forth, and upon which we may lavish, our 
affections. We have a moral being, and we are not 
left without witness that there is a distinction between 
good and evil. Inshort, we repeat it, we find just and 
adequate provisions and adaptations everywhere. The 
eye for the light, the light for the eye. The mind for 
knowledge, and objects of knowledge for the mind. A 
sense of the beautiful within us, and an endless variety of 
beautiful things all about us. We havea yearning to 
love, and things and beings provided whom to love. A 
conscience rebukes or commends, and good and evil 
truly exist, clearly distinct. 

Now besides all that we have named as found in man 
and recognized by God in surrounding provisions, man 
has something else that we cannot overlook. The mani- 
festations of this something else may have been but too 
| often grotesquely absurd, or grossly superstitious, and 
even beastly,—but these manifestations are none the l+ss 
unmistakable. There is something in man which craves 
an ot ject or being to adore and worship; if such obj-ct 
| or being is not given to it, it will make one for itself. 
| This shows that man has a religious instinct, to call it by 
| its lowest name: and it shows that this religious instinct 
| cannot be suppressed, and therefore must be guided. 

Now, when God has made countless adaptations in every 
| direction, shall we, after all, discover one case where he 
| has failed? Wherever we have found a power of body, 
| mind, or soul, proper objects were also found for its 
| exercise upon them. Shali we then be compelled to wit- 

ness just one capacity or power, and that apparently the 
| loftiest of them all, left unprovided for, hanging its 
| hands in idleness, or forced to ridiculous contortions, 

because it has nothing properly given to it to work upon? 
| Shall we recognize in man a religioys gature, and then 
find nothing at all adequately responding to that nature, 
or satiafying it, or warranting its existence? Nay! let 
us rather acknowledge that, as he has provided in all 











things else, so he must have provided a true and adequate 
religion for the religions nature of man 

But many people like to reason away the supernatural. 
They may say in this connection: The eye, a natural 
object, finds the light immediately around it, also natu- 
rally there. Beauty is to be found in the commonest 
things, in the simplest ideas of the universal mind. The 
power of love and the operations of the conscience have 
their sphere in the ordinary relations and circumstances 
of every-day life. Why may not religion be provided 
for in some such natural way, as an outgrowth of natural 
circumstances? Why need it be supernatural in ita 
origin ? 

We turn again to our illustrations. We observe how 
things in nature are not only meant for each other, but 

just meant for each other, and nothing else; that is, are 
indispensable one to another. Light would not be light 
to us, but for the eye; if it fell upon the ear, it would be 
the veriest darkness for aught we would know of it. 
Things of beauty would have no charm, but for that 
within us which can appreciate them, the moral nature, 
per se, would not know what to make of them. 

So this special religious nature of man wants some- 
thing specially adapted to it: other things can have no 
meaning for it; that is, from the peculiarity of its being, 
it reaches after something above, or more than nature, and 
merely natural things must fail to impress it. Being 
spiritual, it must have something spiritual,—super natural, 
if men wish to call it so,—to fasten upon. Men have 
had a natural religion, so called, evolved out of the 
constitution of their mental and moral being, and that of 
surrounding nature. Natural religion has had its oppor- 
tunity; it was all that the general mass of mankind 
‘possessed for a long period. And did it suffice? History 
answers us. In the search after this spiritual, or super- 
natural, felt to be indispensable, towards which the souls 
of men were driven, they trampled the teachings or sug- 
gestions of natural religion under their feet. In this 
instinctive, almost passionate, search it was that man 
indulged in absurd, grotesque, or gross imaginations. 
The natural within them and around them was not 
enough ; it did not satisfy; it was no adequate provision, 
—and they were right in this conviction! Here then,— 
yes, just here they needed guidance. 

But now, as we look more in particular at the things 
wherein men needed enlightenment, we shall become the 
more confirmed in the belief that this guidance should 
come from above. 

And first and foremost, men needed guidance as regards 
the knowledge of God. Amid the ignorance of barbar- 
ism, the conceptions of Deity had nothing ennobling, 
nothing beautiful. Images of wood or stone of the most 
consummate ugliness, the most unsightly distortion of 
human or animal forms; these shadowed forth their ideals 
of the Supreme Godhead. Amid the elegance of heathen 
civilization, forms of surpassing grace and beauty of out- 
ward shape came from the hands of sculptors, who are 
even yet unequaled ; and they told of the divine ideals 
in the minds of these worshipers. But the gods and 
goddesses were not in any degree superior to their wor- 
shipers in morality. Beautiful as they were in external 
shape, they were desperately deformed in virtue. A few 
exalted spirits indeed soared above an endless multi- 
plicity of gods, and could rise on eagle wings toa dim, 
defective conception, a hope, or hoped-for possibility, of 
one Eternal Being. But such high thoughts (yet so inade- 
quate) were utterly beyond the great mass of minds. 

But it will be well for us to look immediately around 
us. Withdraw the glance from the sad review of the 
ages of antiquity, and from the survey of those benighted 
regions where the Hindoo and the Hottentet tu-day bow 
down to their abominations. Men right here in Christen- 
dom, who spurn the guidance of the Bible, either can 
find no God at all, or, if they are not so severely logical 
and honest as to say so, discover and describe such a dis- 
tortion and deformity of the Godhead that it is an insult 
to the human heart to ask it to receive such a God atall! 
We conclude, therefore, that, upon this ground of the 
knowledge concerning God, men most undoubtedly 
needed guidance: for surely they cannot otherwise to attain 
to it in their own strength or wisdom, ‘“ In the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God;” “but 
beeame vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.” Yes, truly, supernatural guidance wag 
needed, and is needed, to make us know God! 

And men needed to know the relation between God and 
themselves in regard to their ever-pressing consciousness 
of gin; that is, they needed to know about sal~-* 
Nature afforded them a dim suggestion of a mo 
ernor, who must be obeyed, however much this i 
diluted by their host of wicker gods and god 
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Nature also, through the conscience, told them some- 
thing about the sinfulness of sin, of disohedience to that 
great Governor. But in whatever imaginable way these 
two-things which nature taught them were brought 
together, the result was the opposite of a knowledge, or 
even a hope, of salvation. All that nature knew of God, 
and all that nature knew of sin, but intensified the con- 
viction of inevitable destruction and death. Yet men 
have the instinct of salvation; they wish to flee from the 
wrath to come. Then, with no means of reaching the 
knowledge of salvation in themselves, or in surrounding 
nature, it must be an out-and out revelaiion that can 
alone bring this to them. But this revelation being 
necessarily out of the course of ordinary nature, must 
be in so far supernatural; that is (and it is the conclu- 
sion to which all the preceding considerations lead us), 
it must be in some such shape, and come in some such 
way, as the Dib/e is constituted, and as the Bible came. 

It is highly important that we clearly see why the 
Bible came from God. The reasons that show us why 
this Book, such as it is, and in the way it came to be, was 
necessary to mankind, at the same time establish the 
fact that God gave it. Where a moral necessity exists, 
we shall not find God to fail. Yea, the necessities, both 
divine and human, that called it forth from the bosom 
of the Father, and which come to the surface as we 
inquire, Why came it from God?—these proclaim in 
tones of divine authority, and with irresistible convic- 
tion, that the Bible is what it says of itself, ‘‘ given by 
inspiration of God,” 

And now it will be interesting to inquire where they 
stand, who say that the Bible is a human thing; that it 
is a lie and an imposture to tell men it came from God. 
It is astonishing how lightly men will forget to be logical. 
Now it is easily said that the Bible is a lie, that it does 
not come from God. Especially is it easy to speak thus 
for a man who does not know much about the Bible: to 
whose mind there does not rise up that mountain of evi- 
dences which are laid up within its own pages. He sees 
nothing of those subtle, but unerring, verifications of 
prophecy in Christ and in history. And he is particu- 
larly blind to the verifications of Scripture truth in the 
heart-experience of ten thousand thousand saved sinners ! 

, When a man is ignorant of all these things, it is easy for 
him to say that the Bible is a lie, 

But if such a man could see where an assertion like 
this logically places him, he might be somewhat more 
careful in his speech. Logically—and true logic is 
nothing but a high and sustained order of common sense, 
—logically such a man denies his own manhood! For 
if God did not give man a religion, when he gave him 
everything else, it must be because there is nothing in 
man which calls for it. And if man has no religious 
nature binding him to a higher and more spiritual exis- 
tence, he can have nothing really spiritual about him: 
he can have no immortal soul. But if man has no soul 
spiritual and immortal, he is not a whit removed above 
the animals around him, 

Again, if the man in question starts back in horror 
from a conclusion such as the above; if he believes in 
the human soul, and feels that this soul reaches after the 
spiritual, because it is itself spiritual; that it hungers 
after something to worship, something to satisfy its con- 
sciousness of sin, something to soothe its apprehensions 
of ruin, because of sin, and he atill repudiates the 
Bible, or any revelation from God,—then he passes from 
the denial of his own manhood to the denial of God. 
For then he believes that God can create a spiritual soul, 
and can allow it to labor in an agony of uncertainty, 
because its cravings are not satisfied. 

Meanwhile Christian hearts will rejoice to believe that 
the Bible is truly the word of God. We believe in man, 
and we believe in God: in their relations we discover 
abundant reasons why the Bible should come to be. 
These reasons are to us the warrant that it is all that it 
claims to be,—nothing less than of supernatural origin, 
given by God, And our Christian experience from day 
to day ratifies this conviction, and corroborates its truth, 
as the truth of God, and the truth of our salvation. 





RICH TOWARDS GOD. 


BY THE REV. R. G. MOSES, 


This is a remarkable expression concerning human 
capability. It must refer to an attainable condition be- 
fore God. Our Lord spoke a parable to illustrate the 
truth that human life has two sides,—a God-ward side, 
as well as a side towards self and this present world, By 
the conditions of our being, we have to do with God no 
less than with ourselves and the world around us. There 
are unseen realities as well as the seen, the eternal as 
well as the temporal. It is common to ignore this God- 





ward side of life, and to suppose that “a man’s life” does 
consist “‘in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth.” This guilty delusion our Lord exposed in 
the parable entitled “ The Rich Fool.” With a few bold 
strokes he sketches the man whom the world counts 
happy. It is worthy of notice tbat there is nothing in 
the portraiture that suggests immorality or badness of 
character. The man is rich; but not by fraud, or oppres- 
sion, or wrong-doing of any kind. God’s blessing upon 
his diligent and skillful cultivation of his land has given 
him an embarrassing abundance. He does not know 
what to do with it, “‘ He thought within himself,” con- 
sidering the matter, Something must be done, of course, 
and that promptly. But what? Now his selfish nature 
reveals itself. He resolves to enlarge his barns and store- 
houses ; nay, to build new ones, and hoard his abundance 
therein. His mind is entirely vacant of any sense of 
obligation to distribute to the poor. Nor is there any 
trace of gratitude to God. He certainly has no idea that 
he is simply a steward, and not a proprietor ; for he says 
“my” barns, “my” fruits, “my” goods, with a reitera- 
tion of the word my which is very significant. His 
manner of dealing with his increase seems to us anti- 
quated and absurd, but the principle on which he 
acted is precisely the same as if had sold in the dearest 
market, and inverted the proceeds in bonds and mort- 
gages. He is rich towards himself alone. Self is really 
his God. 

In the remainder of the parable our Lord shows the 
inevitable sequences of sin. A blinded and befooled 
understanding is the natural product and accompaniment 
of a selfish heart. From the very pinnacle of his carnal 
content he is suddenly plunged into abject misery. ‘‘ God 
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee.” He must leaveall, and at once. “So 
is he who layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
towards God.” 

Men say, as they read or hear the parable, that they 
will never be guilty of such folly as is depicted here. 
They will never foolishly forget the great realities of death 
and the future world as this man did. But every one who 
forgets that the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof, and that it is God who gives him power to get 
wealth, lays himself open to the same strong delusion. 
There is no security against the perils of wealth except 
in becoming “ rich towards God.” He who knew what 
was in man admonishes all, poor and rich alike, that 
only as they cherish a supreme regard for the godward 
side of life do they reach the true end of their being. 
He is “ rich towards God”? whether possessed of much or 
of little of this world’s good things, who is “rich in 
faith,” and “rich in good works.” These are the suffi- 
cient evidences of prosperity of soul; that prosperity 
which is brought within the reach of all of us by him 
who “though he was rich, for our sakes became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be rich.” It was of 
this wealth of soul that our Lord spoke when he said of 
the church at Smyrna: “I know thy works, and tribula- 
tion, and poverty (but thou art rich);” and James em- 
phasizes this same antithesis in the question, “ Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs 
of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that 
love him?” ‘ 

But those who are endowed with competency and wealth 
may be “ rich towards God ” in a peculiar and privileged 
sense, by cherishing the conviction of stewardship to 
God; by systematizing their beneficence, applying the 
methods which promote success in worldly business to 
their religious life. So doing they “lay up for themselves 
a good foundation against the time to come, and lay hold 
on eternal life; ” or, as our Lord puts it, ‘ Provide unto 
themselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the 
neavens that faileth not.” We have high authority to 
say that it is more blessed to give than to receive; and 
although it is not necessary to possess wealth in order to 
enjoy that blessedness, it is certainly the privilege of the 
wealthy Christian, who has a bountiful hand, to enjoy a 
larger measure than his brethren. No position has 
greater perils; but, assuredly, none has greater possi- 
bilities of the noblest kind of happiness attainable by 
mortals, To be “rich towards God” is by heavenly 
grace possible for us all; the poorest of God’s saints in 
all ages and countries have proved this. But some are 
providentially placed in such earthly conditions as indi- 
cate a special call to this ministry. David realized it 
when he said, “ Who am I, and what is my people, that 
we should be able to offer willingly after this sort? for 
all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee.” What wonderful changes such a conviction of 
the power and opportunities of consecrated wealth would 
presently produce! It would be like the turning of the 
captivity of Zion. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——— ° 
A CHRISTMAS CARD’S LESSON. 


BY WILLIAM NORRIS BURR, 


“Oh dear, I wish I had bushels and bushels of money 
that I could give away just as I pleased!” exclaimed 
Carrie Hard on the day before Christmas, as she dropped 
the paper she had been reading and drew her chair 
nearer the blazing grate. “It seems to me, every one 
who would make a right use ot money has none, and 
those who have it are just the people who don’t know 
anything about doing good with it. How I could make 
some hearts rejoice if I only had some of the money to 
give away that is being wasted—worse than wasted—right 
here in our city every day. There’s the Home Mission- 
ary Society,—I really feel guilty whenever I think of the 
poor missionaries out West trying to keep soul and body 
together while I have plenty,—and the new college, and 
our poor little church, and the new library, and the read- 
ing-room, that we can’t make half as attractive as the 
saloons are because ”’— 

How much longer the little tongue would have rattled 
on in this way, had tifere been no interruption, I am sure 
I dare not attempt to determine; but just as that “ be- 
cause” rolled out, the door opened, and Carlo, Master 
Ralph Hard’s delight and Miss Carrie’s abhorrence, 
rolled into the room, followed by Ralph himself. 

“ Hello, sis! going to have another run of the blues?” 

This was Ralph’s greeting. 

“ Bow-wow-wow !” came from the curly little bundle 
that was capering about the room with a letter in its 
mouth, which was dropped on the floor. only long enough 
for those snappy little “ bow-wows” to jerk themselves 
out, 

This was Carlo’s greeting. 

“Carlo’s got the medicine for them if it’s the blues you 
are getting again,” said Ralph. “One!” 

Carlo stood immovable. 

“ Two ! ” 

Carlo moved toward Carrie, and stood at her feet wag- 
ging his tail and holding the letter in his mouth. 

“ Three!” 

The letter dropped to the floor, and Ralph and Carlo 
left the room just as a boy and a favorite dog always do 
leave a room together, with eyes and ears for none but 
each other. 

“Boys and dogs are useful in their way, I presume; 
but I never can understand how boys can forget all the 
unpleasant things of life, and just live asif everything 
and everybody moved all the time in sunshine and fair 
weather,” said Carrie, as she stooped to pick up the letter 
that had been left. 

“From Aunt Julia! Medicine for the blues, surely, 
for auntie always writes such good letters, and I’m sure 
to find something ‘for personal application,’ as Aunt 
Todd says.” 

As she unfolded the letter a card fell from it—one of 
those pretty Christmas cards which fly through the city 
and country nowadays, bearing precious little messages 
which I am sure help to make the world brighter and 
better. 

“From Aunt Julia, with a Merry Christmas, 1879,” 
was written on the back of the card. Od the other side 
was the picture of a dainty flower, “ the original painted 
by the daughter of a Syriax niissionary from a flower of 
the Holy Land,” wrote Aunt Julia in her letter. In the 
left-hand lower corner was printed this verse from 
Proverbs: ‘‘ Withhold not good from them to whom 
it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.” 

When she had finished reading the letter, Carrie tock 
up the card again, and sat a long time musing over it. 
I shall not attempt to tell all that passed through her 
mind as she sat with her eyes fixed sometimes on the 
flower, sometimes on the verse, for I don’t know all, and 
I doubt if Carrie herself could tell it now; but we can 
imagine from what followed the reverie that there was 
some questioning, some praying, some strengthening of 
desires, some forming of plans. ‘ 

“T think the Lord has shown me what to do and how 
to do it, and something else, too,” she said, as she rose from 
her chair. “ How Idothank Him for sending me this 
little card that I might learn from it such a lesson!” 

An hour or two later Carrie stood by a counter ina 
crowded book-store looking over what Ralph called “a 
great stack of Christmas cards.” “‘ Merry Christmas’ 
is not quite enough,”’ she said to herself, “I must take 
there with promise-texts to help make the Christmas a 
happy one. Let mesee. Here is just the one for Mrs, 
Bird.” 

Her selections all made, Oarrie went home as quickly 
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as possible, her mind full of the thought of doing good 


as it was in the power of her hand to do it. 
* * * * 7 


Mrs. Bird sat alone, sewing. It was Christmas Day, 
but one would not have thought so by anything to be 
seen in Mrs, Bird's sewing-room, for there was no hint of 
Ohristmas cheer about the room. Occasionally a tear 
would fall from the widow’s eyes, and finally she dropped 
her work and gave up to her feeling; and then the tears 
flowed freely. In the summer her boy, who had been 
forced by ill-health to seek a home in the West, had been 
home on a visit, the first time she had seen him since he 
went away two years before. One month she had him 
with her, and then he returned to his western home. 
One month more, and she received a telegram bearing 
the sad message: “ Will is sick with typhoid fever. Come 
if you can.” She went to him and cared for him anx- 
iously for three weeks, but it was the Father’s will to 
take him to himself, and when Mrs. Bird returned to her 
eastern home the body of her loved and loving son was 
carried back to be laid beside the grave of his father. 
Do you wonder there were tears in her home that Christ- 
mas Day ? 

The postman’s ring was heard, and she went to the 
door for letters. Among others was one which contained 
two cards. On the back of one of these cards was 
written : 

DEAR Mrs. Brep: I want so much to help you bear your 
great sorrow, but I can think of nothing I can do except to 
remind you of what our Father says to you. I wish you a 
peaceful Christmas, CABRIE HARD. 


On the other side of the card, among bright leaves and 
flowers, she found this message from the Father: “ For 
I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, saying 
unto thee, Fear not: I will help thee.” 

On the other card Carrie had written: “ Father, I will 
that they also whom thou hast given me be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory which thou 
hast given me.” 

“© Father!” prayed the sad-hearted mother, “ it 
seemed so hard when I thought I should never see or 
hear him again; but I know now that he has gone to be 
with Christ, because he loved and wanted him. Surely 
thou hast helped me, even while I murmured against thy 
dealings with me.” 

The widow’s heart was comforted, and she sat down at 
once to write a long, loving letter to the little girl whom 
the Lord had used as his instrument te@bring comfort to 
a sad heart. 

* * * * * 

“T don’t know what I shall do. The hearts of my 
people seem to be filled with everything worldly, and 
only a few apparently have any thought of the worth of 
souls that are perishing all around us. There is no life 
in the prayer-meeting; the heads of teachers and scholars 
in the Sunday-school are turned by the holiday festivities ; 
no one seems to care anything about the new reading- 
room, and I fear as a church we are doing nothing for the 
Master. How can I work when the influence of my 
people is turned against me?” 

These were the thoughts that passed through the mind 
of the Rev. Arthur Alien, pastor of the Fifteenth Street 
Church, as he sat in his study on Christmas morning. 
The sunlight came in at the east window, bearing a 
bright, cheery Christmas greeting; but the pastor had 
not the eyes just then with which to see Christmas greet- 
ings in sunbeams. His heart was heavy—and do you 
blame him ? 

Benny, his tall boy just ready to enter college, came in 
at that moment with the letters. The daintiest one 
among them, the one which seemed to contain the least, 
was the one Mr. Allen held in his hand longest. I am 
sure he will not think us rude if we peep over his’ 
shoulder to find what it is that so interests him. 

Only a Christmas card with three or four lines written 
on the back ina girlish hand, and the picture of a bright- 
colored bird and a Scripture verse on the other side. 
This is what was written on the back : 

DeaR Mr. ALLEN: I want to grow more as a Christian, and 
I wish you wouli remember me sometimes when you pray 
alone. CARRIE HARD. 

This is the Scripture verse: 

“For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be 
confounded : therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I 
know that I shall not be ashamed.” 

“Surely the word has been revealed to babes!” ex- 
claimed the pastor, “I think the Lord has taken just 
this way to lead me to depend more upon him, and not to 
waste time brooding over the inconsistent lives of others. 
If I ‘set my face like a fliat’ to work for him in spite of 
all obstacles, and remember that all the time he is work- 
ing with me—why, what are obstacles tohim! O Carrie 


Hard, you have done more to-day to advance Christ’s 
kingdom than I have done for many weeks.” 

Mr. Allen went to the window, and stood silently for 
a few minutes looking out into the street. When he 
turned again into the room, the look of weariness had 
passed away from his face, and there was a quiet, deter- 
mined light in his eyes. Then he sat down tohis desk 
and again took up his pen. 

+. — * * * 

Ralph Hard dropped two letters into his sister’s hiittds 
that Christmas evening as she went to herroom. She 
read them both several times before retiring. 

“What a lesson auntie’s little Christmas card has 
taught me!” she said, as her head touched the pillow. 
“Tbe Lord don’t want us to waste any time wishing we 
might do what he has made impossible for us to do; but 
all he requires is just what it is in the power of our hands 
to do, and that much he does require.” 


AMONG THE MAGAZINES, 


THE DECEMBER ISSUES. 


The December number of The North American Review, 
which was issued with the promptness of the more 
“popular” monthlies, also illustrates, in its choice of 
articles, that timeliness which has always been a charac- 
teristic of its present management. It is not too much 
to say that The North American Review is now more 
¢han the peer, in average ability and average interest, of 
the English monthlics of corresponding grade: The 
?Contemporary Review, The Nineteenth Century, and 
Che Fortnightly Review. Every one of the articles in 
this issue is of present importance, and is well worth 
reading; though by no means to be unhesitatingly en- 
dorsed by wise readers. Ex-Secretary Boutwell’s paper 
on The Future of the Republican Party is an explicit 
and straightforward statement of what, in the writer’s 
opinion, should be the governmental policy North and 
South, especially as regards the labor question, and that 
of the tariff. Ex-Minister John Jay’s article on South- 
ern Statesmen and their Policy is at once less courteous 
and less able than Mr. Boutwell’s; putting, as it does, 
violent denunciation in place of argument. The third 
political article, by Mr. Aaron A. Ferris, defends the 
validity of President Lincoln’s emancipation proclama- 
tion, as a political and legal act, from attacks made upon 
it by President James C. Welling and the Hon. R. H. 
Dana, in previous numbers of this review. A scholarly, 
but necessarily brief, article on Discoveries at Olympia, 
is by Professor Ernst Ourtius. Dr.’ Leonard Waldo, a 
young astronomical authority, now of Yale College, dis- 
cusses the advantages of a uviversal time-service, for 
railroads, etc. M. Désiré Charnay’s archeological pa- 
pers on Central American Ruins, with helpful heliotype 
illustrations, are continued. Dr. James Freeman Clarke’s 
essay on what he calls Rational Sunday Observance, we 
warmly commend to students of rhetoric, as an excellent 
example of the extent to which half-truths may be em- 
ployed in a would-be conclusive argument, prepared by 
an intelligent person who imagines himself candid. Not 
so much as this can be said of the remaining articles 
Mr. Richard Grant White’s essay on The Public School 
Failure, which is hardly worth any more elaborate reply 
than that of the old college professor who let the sopho- 
more finish his statement, and then quietly remarked : 
“ The reverse is true.”” Something more than Mr. White’s 
bumptious “I have spoken ” will be needed to make in- 
telligent Americans believe that the result of our public- 
school system is “deterioration in purity of morals, in 
decency of lifa, in thrift, and in all that goes to make 
good citizens, accompanied by a steadily increasing fail- 
ure in the acquirement of the very elements of useful 
knowledge.” Mr. White’s argument may be reduced to 
these terms: More rogues are brought to trial and pun- 
ishment where public schools flourish than where igno- 
rance reigns ; therefore, ignorance is more moral than the 
public-school system. As for the fact that the public 
schools sometimes do turn out ignoramuses, we commend 
to Mr. White’s attention Professor A. 8. Hill’s recent 
statement as to the abilities in English spelling of the 
incoming Freshman classes at Harvard, most of whose 
members come from endowed academies and private 
schools. 


Readers of Harper’s Magazine will be able to endure 
with resignation the termination of Mr. Henry James, 
Jr.’s artificial and essentially non-American story of New 
York life, which, though its title has been Washingtor. 
Square, might as truthfully have been called Piccadilly. 
A paper on the city of Pittsburgh is graphic and truth- 
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ful ; the accompanying illustrations are of course notable 
for the picturesqueness, rather than the delicacy, of their 
subjects. Mr. M. D. Conway’s resdable paper on the 
Laks Poets, contains nothing specially novel, save a little 
account of a living peasant poet named Close. Miss Con- 
stance Fenimore Woolson’s ambitious novel of Anne, 
which is begun in this number, plainly has its reputation 
still to make. Miss Woolson is one of our very best 
writers of short stories; whether she will be able to 
write a novel remains to be seen. 

Mr. Eugene Schuyler’s important and permanently 
valuable life of Peter the Great, now the leading serial 
in Scribner’s Monthly, is pretty dull reading, but is, of 
course, becoming more attractive now that the greater 
events in Peter’s life are being reached. Mr. Schuyler 
has unfortunately chosen a very artificial literary style, 
and transliter&tes familiar Russian words into unnecessa- 
rily unfamiliar forms—“ streltsi”’ for “‘strelitz,” etc. The 
magazine contains timely biographies of Archibald Forbes 
and Father Gavazzi, both of whom are now in this 
country. The present number also contains one of those 
articles on the drama, to which Scribner’s has been 
devoting an altogether disproportionate space, of late. 

An attraction of Lippincott’s this month is Our Grand- 
father’s Temples, by Charles F. Richardson. It tells the 
story of a number of our older American churches, from 
Boston to Richmond. We have but little in this line, at 
the best, in our country. It certainly behooves us to be 
familiar with the name and story of the few notable 
sanctuaries in the United States, around which cluster im- 
portant historical associations of a century or two. The 
article is well illustrated. The Moravian cemetery at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, arfd the ruins of the old church 
tower at Jamestown, Virginia, take the lead in interest 
in these illustrations. 

With its new volume Cassel, Petter, and Galpin’s Maga- 
zine of Art is enlarged and greatly improved. It is 
really quite a different work from its humble beginning 
of three years ago. The page is now the same size of 
The American Art Review—a much more expensive work. 
Its frontispiece etching of The Trio, and its full-page 
wocd-cut of The Republic, are good specimens of art in 
their respective lines. This number throughout deserves 
praise and gives promise. The enlarged magazine will 
prove a treasure inmany a home where a more expensive 
art journal is out of the question. 

While most of the magazines begin a new volume in 
January, St. Nicholas is already at the second number 
of a new volume. And this magazine keeps ahead in 
other things than its date. There is nothing lke it for 
the young people, in this country or abroad—as they are 
already finding out in England. Its new cover is more 
of a success than Scribner’s, and in illustrations it is up 
to its best days. Its frontispiece of Da Vinci’s Madonna 
of the Lily is a fine piece of work, worthy of a place in 
the next portfolio of proof illustrations. Sidney Lanier 
tells pleasantly the story of King Arthur and his Knights 


Oaly next behind St. Nicholas comes Wide Awake, 
and because of its lower price, and its somewhat more 
juvenile character, it has advantages over its rival in the 
estimation of many readers. How Freddy’s Tooth was 
Pulled will excite the sympathy in one direction of 
many a little sufferer; and At a Day Nursery will draw 
out the sympathies of the same little ones in quite another 
direction. For the new year, a new story, by George 
Macdonald, is one of the attractions, and a department of 
Newspaper News, by Edward Everett Hale, is another. 

Dr. Holmes’s tender poem in memory of the late Pro- 
fessor Benjamin Peirce, is the best article in the Decem- 
ber Atlantic; and is not only notable for its poetic 
merit, but for its acknowledgment and endorsement of 
Professor Peirce’s unwavering belief in a personal Creator 
of the universe. This poem, with an article on Libel, by 
E. L. Godkin, and another of Major Poore’s chapters of 
Reminiscences of the City of Washington, relieves the 
dullness of the rest of the number. 

With all that is offered in any other magazine, Littell’s 
Living Age is a necessity and a treasure by itself. It 
gives the best things out of all the magazines from both 
sides of the water. To keep up with it is to keep up 
with the choicest periodical literature of the day. Its 
range is very wide, includivg popular science, philosophy, 
education, biography, practical essays, poetry, and tales ; 
and the taste of its selections is excellent. It is as good 
now ad ever, and that is saying a great deal for it, 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
| Fourth Quarter, 1880. | 


11. December 12.—The Last Days of Joseph ...........---...- Gen, 0: 14-26 
12. December 19.— Review of the Lessons. 
18. December 26.—GIVING........c.0cnnee-nmwnneecceanenceeceeeee 2 Cor. 9: 615 


| First Quarter, 1881. | 





1. Jan, 2.—Zacharias and Elisabeth ............ Luke 1:5-17 
2. January 9.—The Song of Mary............-.-cee0.- .-Luke 1: 46-55 
3, January 16.—The Prophecy of Zac harias.. pennbe dnemennnnees Luke 1: 67-79 

4, January 23.—The Birth of Jesus ............0000-.----c0000- Luke 2:8 ie 
5. January 30.—Simeon and the Child Jesus. .............---- Luke 2: 26-35 
6. February 6.—The Boyhood of Jesus.. . Luke 2: 40-52 
7. February 13.—The Preaching of John the Baptist. ba widiieehé Luke 3: 7-18 
8. February 20.—The Preaching of Jesus........-...........- Luke 4: 14 21 
9. February 27.—Christ Healing the Sick.....-. Luke 5: 12 2 
10, Mar: h 6.—Witness of Jesus to John ....... ----00----nneeee Luke 7: 19-28 


11, March 13.--The Sinners’ Friend...-............-. ....%... Luke 7 : 36 50 
12, March 20.—RKeview of the Lessons. 


13. March 27.—Preaching the Kingdom ......................... Luke 9: 1-6 


LESSON 1, SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 1881. 
Title: ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND THEY WERE BOTH RIGHTEOUS BEFORE 
GoD, WALKING IN ALL THE COMMANDMENTS AND ORDINANCES OF 
THE LORD BLAMELESS.— Luke 1: 6. 


Good News Foretold. 


1, A Childless Home, v. 5-7. 
Outline : 2. An Angel Visitor, v. 8-12. 
3. A Cheering Promise, y. 13-17. 


Lesson Topic : 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, December 27: Luke 1: 5-17. Good news foretold. 
Tuesday, December 28: Gen. 37 : 29-36. A sorrowing home. 
Wednesday, December 29: Luke 1: 57-66. A rejoicing home. 
Thursday, December 30: Judges 6: 11-21. An encouraging 
visitor. 
Friday, December 31: Dan, 3: 19-27, A saving visitor. 
Saturday, January 1: Isa, 40: 1-8. Promise of joy. 
Sunday, January 2: Jer. 31: 27-34. Promise of salvation. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{Luke 1: 5-17.) 

5. There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a 
certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and 
his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth. 

6. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

7. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren ; 
and they both were now well stricken in years, 

8. And it came to pass, that, while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his course, 

9. According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was 
to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

10. And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
without at the time of incense. 

11. And there appeared unto-him an angel of the Lord stand 
ing on the right side of the altar of incense. 

12. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear 
fell upon him, 

13. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for 
thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name’ John. 

14, And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth, 

15. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall 
drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s wemb. 

16. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the 
Lord their God. 

17, And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord, 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Luke 1:6. They were both righteous——The Lord said unto 
Noah, Come thou and all thine house into the ark; for thee 
have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Gen. 7: 1. 
—There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; 
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil. Job 1:1. 

Walking in all the commandments.——If thou wilt walk before 
me as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness, to do according toall I have commanded thee, 
and will keep my statutes and my judgments, 1 Kings 9: 4, 
——Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the 
Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I 
have waiked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, 
and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 
wept sore. 2 Kings 20: 2, 3.——Then shall I not be ashamed, 
when I have respect unto all thy commandments. Psa, 119: 6, 

Bilameless._—-That ye may be blameless and harmless. 
Phil. 2: 15.—— Touching the righteousness which is in the 
law, blameless. Phil. §:6.——To the end he may establich 
your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, 1 Thess. 3: 13. 

VY. 8. In the order of his cowrse,——These were the order- 





ings of them in the service to come into the house of the Lord, 
according to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the 
Lord God of Israel had commanded him. 1 Chron, 24: 19.—— 
Solomon . . . appointed, according to the order of David his 
father, the courses of the priests to their service. 2 Chron, 8: 
12, 14. 

V. 9. His lot was to burn incense>——Aaron shall burn 
thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the 
lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron 
lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, 
a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your genera- 
tions. Ex. 30:7, 8.——Aaron and his sons offered ypon the 
altar of the burnt offering, and on the altar of incense. 1 Chron. 
6: 49. , the 
priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing 
the service of God, Heb. 9: 6. 

V. 10. The multitude... were’ praying without.——And 
there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation 
when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until 
he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for 
his household, and for all the congregation of Israel, Lev. 
16:17. ann Angthine angel came and stood at the altar, having 
a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, 
that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of 
the incense which came with the prayers of the saints ascended 
up before God out of the angel's hand. Rev. 8: 3, 4. 

V.11. There cppeared unto him an angel. There were 
in the same country shepherds abiding in the field... and, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them. Luke 2: 8, 9.—— 
As he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an 
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 1 Kings 
19: 5.——Are they not ali ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? Heb. 1: 14. 

Altar of incense.——Thou shalt make an altar to burn in- 
cense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it. Exod. 30: 1. 
——The sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which is before God. Rev. 9: 13. 

V. 12. When Zacharias saw him, he was troubled.—When 
Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon 
said, Alas, O Lord God, for because I have seen an angel of the 
Lord face to face. Judg. 6 : 22.——Manoah said unto his wife, 
We shall surely die, because we have seen God. Judg. 13 : 22. 
——I Daniel alone saw the vision: . . . and there remained 
no strength in me. Dan. 10:7, 8.——The angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone about them ; 
and they were sore afraid. Luke 2: 9 

V.13. Thy prayer is heard.——I will praise thee: for thou 
hast heard me, and art become my salvation. Psa, 118 : 21. 
Cornelius said, . . .A man stood before me in bright 
clothing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard. Acts 
10 : 30, 31. 

V.15. Shall drink neither wine nor strong drink.——He shall 
separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink 
no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he 
drink any liquor of pes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. 
Num, 6 : 3.——Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink 
not wine nor strong drink. Judg. 13 : 4.——For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. 
Matt, 11 : 18. 

V.17. He shall go before him.——Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the. heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers. 
Mal. 4: 5, 6.——-And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which 
was for tocome. Matt. 11: 14. 

A people prepared for the Lord. Ye are a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people: that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous anne 1 Pet. 2: 9. 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The four Gospels were written by four different men, 
each man with eyes of his own, and his own peculiar inspira- 
tion by the Holy Spirit. The Desire of all nations is to be 
looked to from the four quarters of the earth, by each nation 
with its own eyes; and for this God has provided, in this 
portion of his written word. 

Matthew’s Gospel was written more for Jewish eyes, and 
discloses the Son of David as the Messiah king. Mark’s is 
the Gospel of wonders; of the serving Son of God as re- 
vealed to the world of men, then under the sway of imperial 
Rome. Luke’s, with which the lessons of this quarter are 
concerned, presents Jesus as the Man; the Man of perfect 
life, who lets not mercy and truth depart from him; who is 
‘yet our Great High Priest, made perfect through suffering, 
able to pity, and ready to save to the uttermost. This Gos- 
pel is the work of an educated man, addressed to men who 
are able to think, and especially to those who have some 
sympathy with the Greek culture. John’s Gospel, written 
long after the others, is the Gospel for the Christian who 
has learned the rudiments of the glad ding» in Christ. It 
displays God manifest in the flesh. 

Luke was a physician, and is believed to have been edu- 
cated at Antioch, in Syria. His writings show him to have 
been well versed in medical terms. He accompanied Paul on 
several journeys, and was with him in his first imprisonment 
at Rome, and probably also during the second. 
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author of the Acts of the Apostles, as oles as of this Gupeh 
Scarcely anything more is certainly known of him; though 
tradition says that he suffered martyrdom toward the close of 
the first century. 

At this time the Jews had been under Roman dominion for 
nearly sixty years. Prophecy, which ever looked forward to 
Jesus as the central point of revelation, had now ceased for 
about four hundred years. Palestine had passed from the 
dominion of Persia to that of Alexander the Great, and 
under his successors had lived a troublous life. The Jewish 
religion was dead, or dying, except in outward form; the 
office of high-priest was the subject of purchase or intrigue ; 
and hypocrisy controlled in almost everything. Throughout 
the world, however, there was a general expectation of the 
Messiah. The secular writings of the period show that the 
general corruption was great throughout the empire ; that the 
world needed a Reformer and a Saviour. The Roman Empire 
was now in its height, its “ Augustan age,” so called from 
Augustus, the reigning emperor. Roman literature, along 
with the most noble products of the Roman people, had 
passed its climax during the half-century before. Peace 
reigned throughout the known world, wlth a few insignificant 
exceptions. 

The present lesson is a beginning of the story of Jesus ¢ on 
earth, as related by the four Evangelists. If, however, a 
strict chronological order of events—either narrated or 
referred to in the Gospels—is desired, the opening verses of 
the Gospel of John claim the first place; and then, for the 
second place, might be inserted the genealogies of Jesus, as 
given by Matthew and by Luke. Some harmonists are even 
so precise as to begin with the opening sentence of the Gos- 


|, pel of Mark ; as that is a proper title for the whole. 


The Herod mentioned in this lesson was Herod the Great. 
die was the second son of Antipater, by Cypros, a noble 
Arabian lady. The family stock was Idumean, and the 
family Jewish proselyte. Augustus Cesar was then emperor 
of Rome; and under him Herod ruled Judea and part of 
Syria, with the title of king. His reign was marked by 
splendor and cruelty. He rebuilt the temple, with immense 
additions; but he murdered his wife’s grandfather, and after- 
wards his wife herself, and his eldest son Antipater. He 
died in the same year in which Jesus Christ is commonly 
supposed to have been born, or B. C.4. That was the year 
of Rome 750. 

Our method of reckoning time was first adopted by the 
abbot Dionysius Exiguus, in the sixth century of our era, 
and assumes that Jesus was born in the year of Rome 754, or 
753 years after the founding of Rome. That mistake it is 
now too late to rectify. Jesus was certainly born as much as 
four years before tat date, and possibly even earlier by a 
year or two. But the most probable date was the year of 
Rome 749. In saying that Jesus was born in the same year 
in which Herod died, the year is best understood as the 
ecclesiastical year of the Jews, from passover to passover 
(see Exod. 12:2). Herod died shortly before the passover 
of the year of Rome 750. The most important scriptural 
notes of the dates are Luke 3:1, 2; Luke 2:2; Matthew 2:1. 

The events of this lesson must have occurred about a year 
and a half before the birth of Jesus; or in B. C. 6. 

The “city of Judah,” mentioned in Luke 1: 39 as the 
residence of Zacharias, is supposed by some eminent authori- 
ties to have been the “city Juttah,” a city of priests in 
the mountains of Judea, south of Hebron. But the events 
of this lesson occurred in the holy place of the temple 
proper, at Jerusalem. Here stood the altar of incense, the 
table of shew bread, and the iden candlestick. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(5.) There was in the days of Herod, king of Judea, a 
certain priest named Zachariah, of the course of Abijah : and 
he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth. (6.) And they were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord, blameless: (7.) and they had no child, because Elisa- 
beth was barren ; and they were both far advanced in years. 
(8.) And it came to pass while he was serving as priest before 
God in the order of his course, (9.) according to the custom of 
the priesthood it fell to his lot to enter into the temple of the 
Lord and burn incense : (10.) and all the multitude of the peo- 
ple were praying without, at the hour of the burning of incense. 
(11.) And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, stand- 
ing on the right hand of the altar of incense: (12.) and 
Zachariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon 
him. (13.) But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacha- 
riah; for thy supplication hath been hearkened to: and thy 
wife Elisabeth will bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his 
name John. (14.) And thou shalt have joy and exultation, 
and many will rejoice over his birth. (15.) For he will be 


great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall drink no wine 
nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb; (16.) and many of the sons 
of Israel will he turn unto the Lord their God: (17.) and he 
will go before [him] in his presence, in the spirit and power 
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of Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous; to make 
ready for the Lord a prepared people. 


NOTES. ‘ 


Mark and John commence their Gospels with the baptism 
of the Lord by his harbinger; Matthew commences his with 
the birth of Christ; Luke goes still farther back to the birth 
of his forerunner.— There was. Literally, “there became,” 
or, “there appeared.”—JIn the days of Herod: Hebraistic 
style for “in the time” or “in the reign of Herod.” This 
was Herod the Great, made by the Romans king of all 
Palestine, an Edomite by descent; an able and vigorous 
but unscrupulous and cruel prince, during the last year of 
whose long reign Christ was born (see Matt. 2: 1 et seq.).— 
Priest : Thus not a high-priest, as, without evidence, is sup- 
posed by some.—Zachariah (that is, the Lord remembers).— 
Of the course of Abijah. The priestly house of Aaron (through 
his two sons who survived him, Eleazar and Ithamar), were 
divided into twenty-four classes or courses (1 Chron. 24), 
each of which ministered in the temple during a week. Six- 
teen of these classes were formed by the descendants of 
Eleazar; eight, by those of Ithamar. The course or class of 
Abijah was the eighth in the family of Eleazar. From the 
days of Solomon those four-and-twenty priestly courses 
relieved each other in the weekly service of the temple.— Of 
the daughters of Aaron. Thus John was of full priestly 
destent.— Elisabeth : The name also of the wife of the head 
of the priesthood, Aaron (Exod. 6:23). The meaning of 
the name, the oath of God: this, united with that of her hus- 
band’s name (God remembers), becomes very significant. 


Verse 6.—Righteous before (or, in the sight of ) God; and 
thus not merely outwardly, but inwardly and essentially 
righteous: a righteousness that had the divine approval.— 
Walking. Hebraistic for living, having their course of life— 
Commandments and ordinances: Including the entire law, 
ceremonial and moral; they were ‘“‘ Israelites indeed.”— 
Blameless. Not marking absolute perfection, but essential 
uprightness of character. 

Verse 7.—Advanced in years. The Hebraizing Greek, in 
their days. In our idiomatic English, “ well stricken in 
years.” Three children of promise, Isaac, John, and Jesus, 
were of miraculous birth: the two former from aged and 
barren mothers (thus doubly beyond the hope of offspring), 
the latter from a virgin who had not known a husband. 


@ Verse 8-10.—According to the custom, etc., belongs to “‘ it fell 
to his lot.’ Thus the usage was to decide by lot which 
priest should have the honorable office of burning the morn- 
ing and evening incense in the temple. It was taken out of 
the sphere of human arrangement. The allotment may have 
been made before or after his entering the temple. Mean- 
time, while Zachariah was offering the incense, all the multi- 
tude (popular expression for a large number) were waiting 
without in silent supplication. The incense was the symbol 
of acceptable prayer. 

Verses 11, 12.—Appeared. Was seen; not in a trance, but to 
his natural, though doubtless quickened, vision. The men- 
tion of the locality marks the clearness and soberness of his 
perception.—T'he right hand was the auspicious side.— Was 
troubled and filled with fear, naturally by the unwonted and’ 
sudden spectacle of the celestial visitant. 

Verses 13, 14.—T'hy supplication. Not, probably, for off- 
spring, from which Zachariah must have long since desisted ; 
but specially for the coming of the Messiah, for which 
Zachariah was, with all the pious, waiting and praying. 
His prayer was hearkened to, and not only was the appearing 
of the Messiah vouchsafed in his day, but from his own loins 
and from his wife Elisabeth, at once aged and barren, was 
miraculously to spring the Messiah’s harbinger.—John: 
Hebrew, God is gracious. The name, like that of Jesus, is 
prescribed in advance of his birth—Joy. Alike in the 
honor of such a son, and the blessed office which he will fill. 
—Many will rejoice. The angel states thus simply the 
widespread rejoicing that will follow the reign of the 
Messiah. 

Verses 15, 16.—Great in the sight of the Lord. Thus areal, 
spiritual greatness. Great in moral endowments, and in 
position, as Christ’s harbinger ; exalted above the prophets 
(Matt. 11: 10,11; John 5: 35).— Wine and strong drink. 
He was to be a Nazirite (Num. 6) like Samson and Samuel. 
—Filled with the Holy Spirit. Probably in larger measure 
than he had ever been bestowed on saints of the old cove- 
nant, though still far less than that of his bestowal on those 
of the new. Thus he was among the very chief of all Old 
Testament saints (Matt. 11:11). John ushered in, but did 
not strictly belong to, the dispensation of the Spirit. This 
spiritual fullness was from, perhaps even before, his 
birth ; while he was yet in the womb.— Many of the sons of 
Israel. John’s ministry (as well as Christ?s) failed to pro- 
duce in Israel a universal and radical reformation. But it 
was widely and powerfully influential. Thousands were 
deeply stirred, and flocked to his baptism. With multitudes 
the excitement ,was superficial and transient: with multi- 
tudes the reformation was deep and lasting, and prepared 
them to receive the teachings and salvation of his great 





Successor and Lord.—The Lord their God. Not the Mes- 
siah, but God who sent him. a. 

Verse 17.— Will go before [him]. That is, before the 
Messiah.—Jn his presence. In the presence of God, the 
Father.—In the spirit and power of Elijah. Reference to 
Malachi 4 : 5, where Elijah is predicted in name: while the 
real reference is to John (Matt. 11:14). John doubtless, in 
many striking respects, resembled his great prototype: in 
dress, in food, in his austere and secluded mode of life, and 
general relation to the corrupt people of his time. Both 
were largely preachers of repentance.—7o turn the hearts of 
fathers. From the same passage, Malachi 4 : 6, which thus sug- 
gests it here. Moral corruption tends powerfully to weaken, 
and often sunder, the ties of natural affection. “ Without 
natural affection” is among Paul’s characteristics of heathen- 
ism. In the days of Christ doubtless parental and filial 
love had lost much of its purity and tenderness. A spiritual 
revival quickens the dormant natural affections, and reunites 
sundered family ties.—And (to turn) the disobedient into the 
wisdom of the righteous. “ Disobedient,” not to parents, but to 
God : the unrighteous.—Jnto. The Greek preposition strictly 
means in. It is used here, as often, pregnantly, to denote 
turning them into, so as to abide in. Others take it as Hebra- 
istic for by.— To make ready (that is, and thus to make ready) 
for the Lord (namely, Christ, the Messiah) a prepared people: 
a people who, through his preaching of repentance, and 
their personal reformation, shall be prepared to receive tie 
Messiah as their King and Lord. In regard to the temporal 
Israel, this purpose of God had but a very partial fulfillment ; 
in the spiritual Israel it shall have a full and glorious 
realization. ‘ 


“THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS.” 
‘ BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D.D. 


The history of John the Baptist, who came to this world 
as the forerunner of Christ, is full of dramatic pictureeque- 
ness from its beginning to its end. It is a rare thing even in 
the Bible that a man’s biography commences before he is 
born. But as this story now opens, so it continues; it has in 
it not so much as one tame chapter. Our divine Saviour 
bore remarkable testimony to his excellence and his powg. 
He pronounced him “a burning and a shining light ;” and 
once he left this stately verse, as a careful and exact register 
of the man and of his office: “Verily, I say unto ycu, 
Among them that are born of women, there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baftist: notwithstanding, he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

We must interpret this as asserting that John owed all his 
amazing strength with the multitudes which thronged his 
ministry, not to any personal endowments of intellect, nor to 
any advantages of education, but to the supremacy of the 
Heaven-sent truth he preached. John was a sinner, needing 
to be saved, just the same as other men; his force came from 
divine grace, not from human gifts. 

The fragment of Luke’s Gospel now under our study con- 
tains a startling and somewhat obscure prediction concerning 
this wonderful man’s errand. These awestruck parents are 
told, among other most astonishing things, that he should go 
before Jesus the Messiah “in the spirit and power of Elias, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children.” The angel 
who brought such a message added for an asseveration: “ I 
am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of. God.” 

1. Now, let us observe, in the outset, that this announcement 
is not put forth here as an original prediction. For the lan- 
guage refers us instantly to the final utterance of the Old 
Testament. See Malachi 4: 5,6. There are four books in 
the Bible which end with a malediction: Malachi, Lamen- 
tations, Isaiah, and Ecclesiastes. Tradition tells us that the 
Hebrew scribes were always accustomed to repeat the verse 
just before the last in these cases, so as to conclude the read- 
ing with something besides a curse. It is not easy to see how 
this helps the matter in the present instance ; for the pre- 
ceeding prophecy seems to have been made merely to intro- 
duce the solemn warning at the close. And, perhaps, it is 
just as well to believe that the best way to avoid the threat- 
enings of God’s wrath is to guard carefully against ever 
deserving them. 

2. Then, next to this, we must observe that this quotation 
reiterates a promise that one of the Old Testament prophets 
should reappear in the New. Elijah was to be sent, and 
that too for a definite purpose, before the second dispensation 
of mercy should be closed. The Jews kept looking for this 
leader. For these four hundred years Heaven had been 
silent. No voice from above had broken the stillness.. The 
nation, like poor distracted Saul, asked pitifully of the Lord, 
but the Lord answered neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
by prophets. They clung to the promise they had. Never 
did Portuguese patriot sigh with stronger faith and desire 
for the return of good King Sebastian—never did British 
confidence press with serener trust the engagement that the 
wise King Arthur should come back again—than did those 
faithful few among the wandering many of God’s people hold to 
this hope that Elijah would once more make his voice heard 
for the truth, and bring the land to peace. 

3. In the third place we must observe that Gabriel identi- 
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fies this child here promised directly with Elijah. That is 
to say, this prediction at the beginning of the New Testa- 
ment is in so many words the answer to that at the close of 
the Old. If anything more is needed than the formal adop- 
tion of the phraseology, it will be found in the language of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, spoken long afterwards ; see Matthew 
17: 10-13. “ And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then 
say the scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come 
and restore all things. But I say unto you, that Elias is come 
already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man 
suffer of them. Then the disciples understood that he spake 
unto them of John the Baptist.” This was after John had 
been martyred in prison; but our Lord had said almost the 
same thing before, when John had sent his disciples to him 
on a mission of inquiry: “ For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is 
Elias, which was for to come.” We are not able to state 
how clearly Zacharias and Elisabeth understood the majesty 
of this particular part of the angel’s prediction ; but we have 
every rezson to believe they were intelligent in the Scrip- 
tures. If anybody wishes to know the depth of melancholy 
which overshadowed all those years of silence, let him at- 
tempt to read the old book, “ Prideaux’s Connection.” No 
message further had Jehovah to send; his people had 
offended him. Justice comes fiercely forth, and bars the 
gate of revelation for four centuries. History wanders sadly 
in confusion among the captivities and Maccabean usurpa- 
tions. Only an infant can join these two dispensations. 
Luke is the next man to Malachi. The sternest of all 
Israel’s prophets reappears in the sternest of all heralds to 
the church. Elisabeth learns that the promised Elijah is 
John. 

4. So we reach a fourth matter of observation: This child 
was to go before Christ as his herald “in the spirit of Elijah.” 
The history of that old Tishbite prophet would come in here 
for a most extensive illustration. His was a ministry of 
denunciation and of conflict with sin entrenched in high 
places. There must be a law-work before the gospel-work ; 
and John the Baptist was coming to do it. After his mission 
should be accomplished, then the Master who should follow 
would introduce the milder and more merciful manner of 
dealing. This is the explanation of the passage found in 
Luke 9: 51-56. These disciples, provoked by what they 
deemed a cruel slight put upon their Lord, desired to pupish 
the refractory villagers as Elijah punished the soldiers of 
Ahab sent to apprehend him. They would have brought fire 
from heaven to destroy the whole town. Our Lord replied, 
in the words often misquoted: “ Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of.’ By mistake that word “ spirit ” is printed 
without a capital letter; it seems certain that it means the 
Holy Ghost. What Christ means to say is, not that they did 
not understand how mean the disposition or temper was which 
they were cherishing, but that they were forgetting what 
dispensation of the Spirit they belonged to: “ For the Son 
of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” 
We catch the full force of these words that Gabriel spoke to 
Elizabeth, therefore, when we compare John’s ministry with 
that of Jesus asa whole. It was the Baptist’s business to 
rouse the dull people to repentanc@, and stir them up out of 
their weak conceit of pharisaical perfectness before the law. 

5. So next to this, we learn from the prediction of Gabriel 
that this wonderful child was to have the “ power of Elijah,” 
also when he should go forward as the herald of the Messiah. 
We shall gladly go over the history of this great preacher by 
and by. All we need now is to remember so much of it as 
will illustrate the announcement made to Elisabeth and 
Zacharias about this child. His success was amazing; the 
language intimates that the entire country was moved to 
excitement, and actually gathered into assemblages around 
him: “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and 
all the region round about Jordan.” These multitudes 
instinctively began talking about Elijah, the moment they 
saw John. Once they asked him plainly, “ Art thou Elias?” 
For he looked like him, as the description appeared in the 
ancient record. He wore the same uncouth dress; he came 
out suddenly from the same weird neighborhood; he made 
the wilderness echo with the same uncompromising denun- 
ciations of sin ; his eye was wild, his hair was long, his meat 
was meagre, his girdle was of leather; and above everything 
else his errand was revolutionary and uncenventional. He 
wgs the most uncompromising preacher the world ever knew 
with the single exception of Elijah. And so far as power is 
concerned, he had force enough to move'the whole nation into 
penitence and tears; and even after he was dead, he fright- 
ened the king, and roused his conscience into trembling. 
See Mark 6: 16. 


6. In the sixth place, this announcement of John the 
Baptist to his parents declares that the special errand of 
Elijah, which he should come to discharge, was the bringing 
back of “the hearts of the fathers to the children.” In the 
prophecy of Malachi, the prediction adds also the bringing 
back of “the heart of the children to their fathers.” We 
can draw no less an inference from this intimation of divine 
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purpose than that one vast reason why the voice of God had 
been silent for these four hundred years was to be found in 
the neglect of children’s instruction and training in the family, 
and in their wandering away from the old faith of the fathers. 

As to bringing the heart of children back to their fathers, 
the portion of Malachi’s prophecy which Gabriel leaves out, 
it does seem a little significant when we remember that Elijah 
was rather a failure with the young, though he deserved 
much at their hands. Both he and his immediate successor 
had the experience of raising a child to life by miraculous 
power. Elijah gave back her son to the widow of Zarephath. 
See 1 Kings 17: 17-24. And Elisha gaye back hers to the 
mother in Shunem. See 2 Kings 4: 32-37. But all the 
recognition of their kindness from the children as a class 
these ancient seers gained, seems to have been put in one 
historic exclamation from some of them at Bethel addressed 
to Elisha: “Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head!” 

But John had better success. Noone can fail to notice 
that when the nation was awakened by his voice, and 
enlightened consciences gave them their alarm, children 
began to come to the attention of their parents again. John 
stirred the hearts which afterwards “ brought yeung children 
to Jesus.” Thus the stern preacher drew the curse away from 
the old denunciation. Science tells us that the best defense 
against lightning in a thunder-storm is found, not in a defi- 
ance of it, but in a silent discharge of it. Go right towards 
the cloud with a pointed platinum wire, and fearlessly invoke 
the electricity, and we shall learn it will follow a fixed law 
of harmless dispersion. So the gospel tells us what the law 
tells; approach a curse of the Old Testament with the 
thorough obedience of the New. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Tn the days of Herod (v. 5). Those were not very bright 
days in the outside life of the world. Good men and women 
probably thought they were about as bad days as ever had 
been known ;—and they probably were. 
very days that the gospel story began anew. With all of 
Herod’s power he couldn’t hinder God’s plans. God is 
never hindered by hard times or dark days. We have no 
need to lose heart because things seem to be going the wrong 
way. It is just as easy for God to send an angel into Herod’s 
kingdom as into David’s; and God will send as many angels 
as are necessary to carry out his plans of love, and to give 
needed help and cheer to the least and lowliest of his children. 
Let Herod do his worst, and it will neither harm us nor 
retard the Lord’s cause. That is a comfort, however things 
seem ! 

They were both righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments (v.6). That was a great deal for those days—a 
great deal for any day. But they probably thought it was 
very little. All they did was quietly to do their duty. They 
had little thought of fame. They had no idea that they were 
to have a high place in history. But it is just that sort of 
people whom the Lord delights to honor. Had they been 
more anxious for renown, they would never have had renown. 
To faithfully fill the place we are in, is all that the Lord 
asks of us now; it is all that we ought to be anxious about at 
present. If God wants a man or a woman for a large sphere, 
he will be pretty sure to look for one who is doing well in a 
small sphere. And if God never wants us to quit our present 
sphere, the best thing we can do is to do the best we can 
where we are. To do right in our daily life is to deserve a 
good name—whether other people know it or not. 

They had no child (vy. 7). And that made a pretty dark 
home. A home without a child is a home without hope. 
Whatever light or joy may be in that home now, there is no 
hope there for an earthly or a heavenly future—beyond the 
husband and the wife themselves. They can do nothing for 
coming generations. They can have no part in the future of 
the family, of the community, of the church, of the world. 
All that the home, that the family, was first established for, is 
lacking with them. When that husband and that wife die, 
their home dies, their family dies; the end has come to their 
lime of descent, of activity, of direct personal influence in the 
world. Yet there is all the more call for unselfish and unin- 
termitted effort in behalf of others on the part of those who 
are childless; for whatever they do for the world must be 
done by themselves, and done now; they will have no chil- 
dren to supplement their work or to improve on it. 

There appeared unto him an angel... . He was troubled 
(vs. 11,12). Zacharias was a real good man; but he wasa 
man; and he was a good deal like other men. He doesn’t 
seem to have been sb much troubled by Herod’s rule as he 
was by an angel’s visit. God’s messenger was more of a 
trouble to him than the Devil’s agent. 
rule among men. 


That is the common 
To be sure, he probably didn’t at the mo- 
ment recognize the angel as God’s messenger ; or he wasn’t 
quite sure of the reason of the angel’s visit. There again he 
was like the rest of us. We don’t recognize God’s messen- 
gers when they come to us. And we lack the restful trust in 
God which would make us welcome any messenger, with any 
message, which he would send. If we could have our own 
way, we would bar our doors and windows against God’s 
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messengers, and let none of them in until we were sure that 
they were “all right,” and that they brought something 
which we wanted. There is no mistake about this. We can 
stand a good deal of the Devil’s rule with complacency ; but 
when an angel of God comes to us in some other shape than 
we are ready for—then we are troubled. In this we are all 
like Zacharias—more like him than we are in some other 
things. 

Thy prayer is heard (v, 13). Evidently, Zacharias had had 
more persistency than faith in his praying. Even when he 
had a special message from God, telling him that his prayer 
was answered, he was not quite ready to believe it. He 
wanted to know how he should really know that that mes- 
sage was true now that it had come to him; and he was 
struck dumb because of his lack of faith. If all Christians 
who doubted if their prayers were answered should be made 
dumb, there would be a large demand nowadays for the sign 
language—wouldn’t there though? Yet ten men are ready 
to pray, where one man is ready totrust. Praying is a relief 
to most men, It seems somehow to shift the burden of re- 
sponsibility. We tell God of our troubles; and we beg him 
to help us. There! haven’t we done our part? But do we 
always believe that God has done his part; that he has 
heard our prayers, and that those prayers are answered 
before we have any other evidence of it than his leve and 
his word? Praying isa plain duty, but not more so than 
trusting; and praying without trusting is little less than a 
mockery. 


He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink (v.15). Only think of it! In 
those days, and in that land—there where “ everybody drinks 
wine ;” and where “it will never do to drink the limestone 
water ’—for a man to drink neither strong drink, nor yet the 
mild native wine, the pure juice of the grape, the fruit of 
the vine! And then to have it said that such a man as that 
—one of “those temperance fanatics”—was actually to.be 
approved of God, and to be called “ great in the sight of the 
Lord”! Isn’t here a call for Bible revision? Can’t the 
critics help us out with some new renderings of yayin and 
tirosh and oinon and glenkos? If they can’t, why, then we 
must accept the inevitable conclusion, that one of the things 
th&t is said in favor of him who was as great as the greatest 
mere man ever born of a woman is, that he was a thorough- 
going teetotaler from the day of his birth to the day of his 
death. And is it likely that we can improve on his example 
—with the dangers of intemperance as great as they are to- 
day—by being even moderate drinkers? That is a question 
worth thinking about ! 

To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children (v.17). “To 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children”! Why, what 
need could there be of that? Were the father’s hearts ever 
turned away from the children? Yes, indeed they were; 
and in the church at that. The fact is, the Devil is continu- 
ally getting the hearts of the fathers turned away from the 
children ; and the first thing to be done in the work of pre- 
paring any people for the Lord, is to get the parents’ hearts 
turned back again to the children. The Devil is always 
suggesting that the minister had better give his strength to 
the old folks, aad let the children be cared for by somebody 
else; thet children’s sermons and children’s services are 
beneath the dignity of the pulpit; and that the family is all 
sufficient for the impressing and training of the children. 
This doctrine was rebuked by our Saviour when he reminded 
the Scribes and Pharisees that children’s praise was sweetest 
to his Father, and when he taught his disciples that children 
were entitled to the first place, and not the lowest in his 
service, and as both their charge and their example. There 
is quite as much need that John the Baptist’s work of turn- 
ing the hearts of the fathers to the children be done over 
again nowadays, as that his preaching of repentance unto good 
works be repeated. 

TEACHING HINTS. 


BY THE EDITOR, 


With the new year the story of Jesus is begun once more. 
Last year it was Matthew’s Gospel which was studied. Now 
it is Luke’s. But it is the same Saviour, whose story is told 
by each of the four evangelists—“ Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” 

The teacher would do well to connect this series of New 
Testament lessons with the Old Testament ones of last quar- 
ter. The promise of the Saviour was given to the patriarchs 
from Adam to Joseph. They lived and died in hope of his 
coming. And now our opening lesson of the new year finds 
the world almost seventeen hundred years after the days of 
Joseph—yet.with no Messiah. 

There would be a gain in picturing the general condition 
of the world and of the Jewish church at this time. The 
Roman Empire was the great earthly power. The Jewish 
nation had hardly more than a name in either church or 
state. It was under the Roman yoke. Formalism prevailed 
in its religious ceremonials. The voice of prophecy had 
been hushed for four centuries. Only here and there among 
the Jews was there a loving, longing heart, looking with con- 
fident hope for the fulfillment of God’s best promises. Yet 





outside of the Lerd’s “ peculiar people,” all the world over, 
there was expectation of a coming Deliverer of oppressed 
humanity. It is just here that the narrative of this lesson 
begins. 

Picture that childless home; that godly priest; that de- 
voted woman; that praying couple. Then let that scene of 
the angel’s visit stand out. The plan of the temple should 
be in mind; the place of the altar of incense, and the place 
of the waiting worshipers. The message and its meaning are 
a lesson in themselves. What a promise to that priest, to 
that couple, to that nation, to the lost world! 

This is a beginning of lessons about Good News. The glad 
tidings of salvation. There is never a day so dark but that 
God can give light. Every home of God’s children is 
watched over tenderly and lovingly by him. The prayers 
of those who are in need are heard of God even when no 
sign is given that they are to be answered. God will send 
messengers of cheer to those who serve and trust him. We 
ought to be ready to welcome the messengers of God. We 
ought to believe that our prayers are answered. We ought 
to have hope in God, even when everything about us seems 
to go wrong. We ought to know that God’s promises are 
sure of fulfillment. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. . 


For the opening year we have some studies of the event in 
connection with the birth of Jesus Christ. In the very first 
we have the beautiful picture of the devout priest and his 
wife, together true and faithful in holy service. 

From this picture, and the appearance and words of the 
angel, many practical thoughts can be imparted. Tell that 
our stories begin in the time of Herod, king of Judea. The 
persons named are an aged priest and his wife. The old 
priest was named Zacharias; his wife was named Elisabeth, 
and she came of a family of priests, for it began with Aaron, 
the brother of Moses. Our golden text is about these two 
people can you say it? What are they both called? There 
are some people whose outward actions seem right, but no 
one can see the thoughts of their hearts. Do you know the 
names of any persons whom the Bible calls righteous? This 
pious pair of old people were righteous before God. Does it 
mean that they never sinned? Not at all, for all have 
sinned; but they tried and meant to do right—to be just 
toward God, giving him their love and service. In what did 
they walk? What are the commandments of God? Besides 
the Ten Commandments, there are many rules which God 
has given for us to learn and obey; these they obeyed. The 
ordinances were the ways and customs which God had given 
for his worship ; these they kept blameless,—go well that no 
one could blame them for neglect or disobedience. What 
kind of people would you calJ the old priest and his wife ? 
What did God call them? Did his eye watch them in all 
those years all the time? Yes, day after day he knew what 
they thought and said, how kind and loving they were to each 
other, how just to all around them, how they remembered 
and obeyed his commands, how they worshiped and tried to 
please him. When do you suppose Zacharias and Elisabeth 
began to be righteous before God? Was it after they had 
grown old,—for we know they were “ well stricken in years.” 
Could they have been blameless then, if they had been 
wicked and foolish when they were young? No, it must 
have been that they began as children to know and serve, to 
love and obey ; for all their lives in the house and family of 
priests they had been walking, not standing, but going on in 
the right way. They did not learn to do so in the sweet les- 
sons that we have of Jesus from the New Testament, for then 
Jesus had not come, and the New Testament was not written ; 
but they knew the words of Moses and the Psalms and the 
Prophets, and waited for Christ yet to come. Does God 
watch and know you every day of your life as he did them? 
Could that golden text be written about you ? 

In the temple.—One day, we do not know if it was at nine 
o’clock in the morning or at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
Zacharias was in his place in the temple. The priests were 
divided into classes, and each served ‘in their turn a week at 
a time; they took care of the altars and offerings, of the 
lamps and the light, the shew-bread and the incense, and it 
was decided by lot which part of the work each should do, 
That week it was Zacharias’s lot to burn the sweet, spicy in- 
cense on the altar, in the holy place in the temple. The altar 
stood near the veil which hung before the most holy place. 
Zacharias had the incense burning on the golden altar, and 
as the smoké floated up in clouds, filling the holy place with 
fragrance, and while the people stood praying outside of the 
temple, an angel appeared, and stood on the right side of the 
altar of incense. When Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, 
and fear fell upon him. 

The angel’s words.—“ Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is 
heard.” God knew what the priest and his wife had wished 
and asked. No voice of a little child of their own had ever 
made gladness in their quiet home. They had prayed and 
Elisabeth had longed for this, The angel said they should 
have a son, and should call his name John. 

The promised ehild.—The angel told him of joy and glad- 
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ness. See if you can count, and then tell of the things the 
angel told about the child? Many shall rejoice at his birth. 
He shall be great in the sight of the Lord. He shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink. He shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost. Many shall he turn to the Lord. He shall go 
before the Lord to turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready for the Lord. Was not that to be a 
wonderful child? Would not those pious old people be 
happy over such a son? Did Zacharias say he was glad? 
Even the blameless priest was too surprised to believe. “ How 
shall I know this?” heasked. The angel said, “I am Gabriel 
that stand in the presence of God, and am sent to shew thee 
these glad tidings.” But because Zacharias did not believe, 
the angel told him he should be dumb until the day when his 
words should be proved true. The praying people waited, and 
wondered that Zacharias was so long in the temple, and when 
he came and beckoned to them, but could not speak, they knew 
that he had seen a vision. When his turn was over in the 
temple, he and his wife went away from Jerusalem to their 
home in the hills of Hebron. 

QUESTION HINTS. 

BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 

Introductory —How many books does the New Testament 
contain? Name them in order. Name their authors. What 
are the first four called? What do they set forth? (Luke 
1:1.) What confidence may we place in the knowledge of 
the authors? (v. 2.) To whom did Luke address his book? 
(v. 3.) What class of readers does Theophilus represent? 
(Consider v. 4 with Acts 17:11.) Is this book, therefore, 
especially addressed to you, or is it not? What is its date? 
Who was Luke? What more did hewrite? With whom 
was he associated in Christian work? Why did the Holy 
Ghost inspire so many to write the life of Christ? (v. 4.) 
How, therefore, should our faith be affected by the study of 
this book? Whose mission was it to prepare the public 
mind for the ministry of Jesus? 

Verse 5.—What advantage of the forerunner does Luke 
notice in beginning his Gospel? How many righteous gen- 
erations must be numbered ere the force of transmissible sins 
is lost ? (Exod. 20: 5.) Name some others of advantageous 
birth (Exod. 2:1,10; 1 Sam. 1: 1, 3, ete.; 2 Tim. 1: 5), 
Who was Herod? How was Palestine governed? Into 
how many courses had David divided the priests ? (1 Chron. 
24: 18,19.) What place in order did Abia occupy ? 

Verse 6.—What great educational advantage did the fore- 
rdnner possess? Name others favored in this respect (2 Tim. 
3: 15, ete.). Is precept or example more effectual in molding 
character? Are household regulations and material sur- 
roundings worthy consideration in the education of the 
young, or are they unimportant? Why do David’s writings 
abound in natural scenery? In what class of figures do 
Paul’s? What were some of the duties of the priests? 
(vs. 8, 9, etc.) Who built the first temple? How was it 
destroyed? Who built the second? Give a brief outline of 
its construction, the furniture, and use of each apartment. 
How, generally, were its services observed at this time? (v. 10.) 
Was religion, therefore, in a flourishing condition, or was it 
not ? 

Verse 11.—What messenger met Zacharias at his post of 
duty? Who was this angel, and what the character of his 
tidings ? (v. 19.) What reasons have we for concluding that 
unto this angel was committed special supervision of events 
relative to redemption? How has man always felt, since the 
fall, in the presence of holy beings? (v. 12.) Give Scripture 
examples. What power moved God to the sending of this 
messenger? (v. 13.) How soon does he begin to move in 
answer to all submissive prayer ? (Dan. 9: 20-23.) How was 
it God’s peculiar prerogative to name this child? What, 
probably, was his design in naming him John? (vs. 61-66.) 

Verse 14.—How should each life affect the home and the 
world? Give a better translation of this verse. What must 
be the manner of life which blesses the world? (v. 15.) 
Where was the early life of John the Baptist spent? (v. 80.) 
How do you account for his solitude? (Num. 6: 2.) For 
what purpose and to what extent does God approve with- 
drawal from society ? How only can we succeed in diffusing 
true joy in the world ? 

Verse 16.—What change in the self-sufficient and willful, 
preparatory to Elisha’s healing ministry, was typical of John’s 
mission? (v. 17.) Are the self-satisfied or the contrite pre- 
pared for the healing Jesus offers to-day? What does John’s 
mission and qualification suggest respecting the Sunday-school 
teachers? Explain Malachi 4: 5, 6. 

ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 

When an old-time ruler was about to visit some distant 
province, heralds were sent in advance to proclaim his ap- 
proach, triumphal arches were erected, and the ways were 
strewn with flowers. So before the birth of Christ, an angel 
came to earth to announce his coming. When messengers 
from Rome came to tell Cincinnatus of his appointment to 
the dictatorship, they found him at his plow, and, after six- 
teen days of office, when he had brought the Roman people 
safely through the crisis, he returned te it, Zacharias, too, 





was found by the angel at the post of duty, and, after his 
vision, he dutifully fulfilled the “days of his ministration.” 
The place of duty is the only place where angels’ visits may 
be expected. Nor because we have not now the fullness of 
God’s promises, should we conclude that these promises are 
in vain. Zacharias’s childless home was soon to be, with one 
exception, the happiest home in-all Palestine. When the 
trees are nakedest in winter, the buds of the next spring are 
already formed, and only wait for the cold to pass before they 
appear. . 

Prayer brings special gifls from God. It was when Daniel 
was “speaking in prayer” that Gabriel stood by him and 
touched him (Dan. 9: 20, 21); when it could be said of 
Saul, “ Behold, he prayeth,” a messenger was sent to give 
him sight (Acts 9: 10-12); and when the angel appeared to 
Cornelius, the explanation which he gave was: “Thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God” 
(Acts 10: 4). So, in the case of Zacharias, Gabriel's mes- 
sage was: “Thy prayer is heard.” 

Greatness among men is not always greatness before God. 
Thousands of years ago, great Pharaohs held sway in Egypt, 
some of whom are to us only a vague tradition or arf uncertain 
name; sultans who reigned with oriental magnificence have 
passed away, and left scarce a trace in history. The name of 
John the Baptist is still a living force in the world, because 
he was great in the sight, not of men, but of God. What is 
the glory of these dead sultans and forgotten Pharaohs in 
comparison with that? A John Howard is greater before 
God than a Napoleon, and he who turns a people to God and 
righteousness greater than the conqueror at whose feet they 
fall in terror. 

Good News Foretold.—_See Bowes’s Illustrative Gatherings, 
First Series, pp. 167-170,—Lllustrations of the Gospel; Ber- 
tram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, p, 416, 3 2416,—The Gladdest 
Tidings ; Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 123, 2 473,—The 
Promises of the Gospel; Cawdray’s Treasury of Similes, p. 
158,—Similes of the Gospel; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, 
First Series, p. 309,  2623,—The Gospel an Anthem. 

The Blessing of Prayer—See Krummacher’s Parables,— 
Cornelia’s Prayer ;—Adam and the Cherub; The Biblical 
Treasury, vol. 2, p. 104, 2 409,—An Incident in Fiji; 
vol. 5, p. 172, 3 1117,—-Behold, He Prayeth ; Bowes’s Illus- 
trative Gatherings, First Series, p. 415,—Biblical and Other 
Emblems of Prayer; Second Series, p. 18,—Answered 
Prayer; Foster's Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 517, 
¢ 4592,—Miscellaneous Examples. 

Great before God.—See Gotthold’s: Emblems, No. 183,— 
Hidden Pearls; Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, p. 504, 
2 2977,—Higher than Earthly Honor; Foster’s Prose Illus- 
trations, First Series, p. 319, 3 2711,—Great Men Great in 
Faith ; 4 2712,—What Makes a Great Man. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





: THY PRAYER IS HEARD. 





JOHN THE BAPTIST. 





Great in the sight of the Lord. 
Filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Messenger before the Lord. 

In the spirit and power of Elias. 





Notwithstanding, 
he that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. | 





| 
| HE SHALL DRINK 
| NEITHER WINE NOR STRONG DRINK. 


| 
A good example for you. 
| 








ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The mention of Zacharias’s wife as “of the daughters of 
Aaron,” if we get any light from rabbinical tradition, is not 
altogether an insignificant circumstance. In the Old Testa- 
ment there appears to be no restriction which compelled a 
priest to marry within the families of his own order ; but in 
later times it was considered altogether unsuitable for a 
priest’s daughter to marry an Israelite who was not a priest. 
Neither should an educated person marry one of “the com- 
mon.” In such weddings no one properly educated in the 
law and traditions should take part, nor give to any such his 
countenance. One rabbi went so far as to say that no such 
marriage would be happy; that the wife would become an | 
early widow, or not be blessed with children. According to 
some, moreover, the filthy garments of the high-priest 
Joshua, in Zechariah 3: 3, 4, are intended to symbolize his 
sons who had married unworthy women, disapproved of by 
their father! It is scarcely to be supposed, indeed, that Luke 





shared all these ideas; but they show us that the particular 
mention of Elisabeth’s family was not a mere idle circum- 
stance. The classical scholar, maybe, will remember the 
piece of profundity uttered by the chorus in Aschylus’s 
Prometheus Bound, in view of the unequal match between 
Zeus and Io: 


“ Truly wise, truly wise he 
Who first in thought this weighed and with tongue did com- 
municate : 
That to match with one’s mate is best a long way ; 
And by no means with those who rével in riches, 
Nor with those of lofty birth, 
Should one who is poor desire to marry.” 


In the East to-day marriage is much more of a family 
affair than a personal one. On hearing of one’s marriage, 
either made or intended, the first question of the Oriental is, 
To what family does she belong? The alliance is the most 
important thing ; since the others are matter of course. The 
Jewish notion included this, but added something more to 
the considerations of importance. 


“Tn the order of his course” we all understand generally. 
The traditions add a little more. No course could minister 
out of its turn, No vows or free-will offerings even could be 
offered by any out of their turn; but each course must wait 
till its week came round. “According to the custom his lot 
was” (as the true meaning is) is also explained by the tradi- 
tions. Four lots divided the priestly duties of the members 
of each course. This was in order to destroy all possibility 
of any strife about preferences. The third lot which was 
drawn or cast determined who should burn incense. It is 
also stated that each course at service had also a reserve, to 
provide for cases of accidental disability. This reserve must 
fast four days in the week, and pray during the time of the 
offerings. 

As to the incense, illustrations are to be seen abundantly in 
both the eastern and the western churches ; but there is little 
of practical illustration in it. The true Christian incense is 
defined in Revelation 5: 8. But one will ecarcely ever enter 
a Greek or a Syrian church without perceiving the odor of 
modern incense, though the doors stand open night and day. 
It is composed chiefly of fragrant resin, of a mild odor, not 
altogether agreeable, but more so than that of a congregation 
who rarely wash or change their clothes. And as long as 
even letters that go through the mails are cut and fumigated 
for quarantine purposes in times when infectious diseases are 
prévalent, there does exist some little hygienic justification 
for the use of incense in most eastern and in some western 
churches. In old manuscripts which have been used for 
church purposes the smell of incense often lingers for years. 
The writer has in his possession a Syriac Lectionary of the 
twelfth or thirteenth century, which came from the papal 
Jacobite convent in Damascus. Its lessons, though in the 
Syriac language, are after the Greek order; an order which 
has not been used by the Syrians for several centuries; but 
the book had a very perceptible odor of incense when it came 
into the writer’s possession ; and the writer has even picked 
of a splash or two of old wax that must have been dropped 
from the reader’s taper. Now, from much use in fresher air, 
the book does not generally smell; but after remaining 
tightly shut for some time, the odor can again be detected. 

The angel, whose name is given as Gabriel in the context 
following, is one of those whose names does not seem to occur 
among the Jews before the Captivity. Indeed, the Jews 
themselves say that “the names of angels come from [or 
after] the Captivity.” Herein is linked a mass of lore which 
takes us into the Assyrian and Babylonian writings on the 
one side, the earlier, and into the rabbinic traditions on the 
other, into which it would be tedious to enter, though not 
altogether unprofitable. It is enough to say here that the 
angel's description of himself, “I am Gabriel that stand 
in the presence of God, and am sent” (v. 19), is altogether in 
accord with the later traditions as far as it goes, and 
quite as much in accordance with the earlier writings as any 
monotheistic revelation could be expected to be in accord 
with a polytheistic myth. But the later traditions added a 
greatdeal more. Even to-day, among both Jews and Muham- 
medans, not to mention the doubtful religions of the East, 
the angel Gabriel is supposed to take a great part in many of 
the témporal and spiritual affairs of mankind. The fables 
of theolder, Muhammedans are accessible in many books ; and 
it is not necessary to repeat here what is said of his offices 
with regard to the praying or the departing soul, nor of his 
station as prime mivister of God. His old offices as Pro- 
tester and Concluder, as believed by many of the old Jews, 
are not altogether gone from the faith of modern Orientals. 
It results from many tales that he is a wonderful linguist ; 
understanding not only the sacred language of the Jews, the 
sacred language of the true Musulman, but also “ the seventy ” 
languages of the unbelievers and Gentiles. But a reflection 
upon the reality, and how contemptible such human fables 
must seem to the veritable angels, makes one blush to think 
of taking his turn in attempting to retail them. Yet those 
who pray to the saints in modern times really attribute to 
them greater linguistic acquirements than the Orientals do 
vo Gabriel, and with far less reason. 
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4 recetved will be promptly noticed under this head. 
rests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.) 


BOOKS. 


Old- ‘he Child-Life, By EK. H. Arr. 
.B. Co. 


Lippincott & 


Ballads and Other Poems. By Alfred Tennyson. 16mo, pp. 112. Bos- 
ton: James R. Osgood & Co. Price, 0 cents, 


Drifting and Anchored. A E J. Richmond P eee illustrated, 
pp. 253. New York: Phillips sand Hunt. Price, $1.00. 


Ballads and other Poems. By Alfred a Fepazeee, Author’s Edition. 16mo, 
pp. 112. Boston: James R. Usgood & Co.. Price, 50 cents, 


~ 7 tist Question Book on the International Lessons for 1/81. 32mo, 
271. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 


jun Death Into Life; or, Twenty Years of My Ministry. By the Rev. 
W. Hasiam. imo, pp. xii, 318. New York: D Appieton & Co. 


The Twin Cousins. By Sophie May. (Flaxie Frizzle Stories.) Small 
16mo, illustrated, pp. 198. Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, 75 cents, 


Washington Square, phen Ne James, Jr. Illustrated oz George Du 
=-— 16mo, Pp’ New York: — and Brothers. Price, 
1,25. 


The First Century of the rus ~ tist: Church of Richmond, Va., 1780-1880, 
tino illustrated, pp. ichmond: Carlton McCarthy. Price, 
1.50. 


16mo, pp. 188 Philadelphia: | 


Old Bristol: a story of the early English Baptists. By L. M. 
illustrated, pp. 351. Philadeiphia: American Baptist Publicetion 
Society. 

Sermons on the International Lessons for 1881. By the Monday Club. 
Sixth ree 16mo, pp. 449. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 
Price $1.50. 


The Women of Christendom. — author 2. the Chronicles of the 
Srpontery Cote Family. 0, pp. vi, 34. New York: Dodd, 
Lo 


, 


The Trip to England. By William Winter. Second edition, revised and 
enlarged. iémo, illustrated, pp. 157. Boston: James R. Oxgoou & 
Co. Price, $2.00. 

The Intermediate Baptist Question Book on the International Bible 
Lessons for 1881. 32mo, pp. 160. Philadelphia: Amesican Baptist 
Publication Society. 

Elizabeth Christine, Wite of Frederick the Great. From German and 
other sources, Lf Cpibanpe & Hurst. 16mo, pp. 253. New York: 
Philips and «unt, Price, $1 

Duty : with tpsystoenst omaan Bet. and endurance. By Samuel 
Smiles, LL. D., author ot ey oP 12mo, pp. x, 412. New York: 
Harper and Brovners. Price, $ 

Friends Worth ne wi sine of American natural history. By 

rnest Ingersoll juare 1 Oe \ cuemmamene pp. 258. New Yor 
Harper ap Brothers. Price $ 

Alcohol and Hygiene: an cgpengetr lesson book for schools, By 
Julia Colman, 16mo, Pi. 231. New York: The National Temper- 
ance Society and Publ ng House. Price, 0 cents. 

A Graded Spelling- Book : being a complete course in spelling for primar 
and sramspar schools. By H. F. Harrington. tw ‘wo Carts 1 in one 
volume, iémo, half bound, pp. 92. New York: Harper and Brothers. 
Price, 20 cents. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress. By John Bunyan, With one hundred {)lustra- 
tions by Frederick Barnard,ana others. Engraved Oy. Dalziel 
ye Quarto, pp. xvi, 277. New York: Anson D, F. Randolph 

& Co, Price $5.00, 

"he Invasion of the Crimea: its or , and an account of its progress 
down to the death of Lord Raglan. By Aienander wil Kigg- 
lake. VolumelV, i2mo, with map, pp. xxii, 823. New Yok: 
and Brothers. P $2.00. 


It cannot be said that the children are neglected in the 
holiday books; nor yet that old times were better than 
these in the character and style of such books. There 
was never a fuller or a better supply in this line than the 
present year. A mere mention of them all would run 
beyond the limits of any newspaper book-page. It must 
suffice now for us to refer to a few, in addition to those 
already noted for this season. Afternoon Tea,‘ or Rhymes 
for Children, with illustrations in oil colors, is a book to 
look at with the children, rather than to leave them to 
look at, It is too choice for common use. It is a book 
to keep on the table for “ company children ”—to make 
friends with the neighbors’ children. It stands at the 
head this season. Pretty Peggy and Other Ballads* is 
almostasgood, Its colored illustrations are by Rosina Em- 
met, whose success in winning the $1,000 Prang prize for 
a Christmas card has increased her popularity. Those of 
“ Pray, Papa!” and “ Pretty Peggy” are better than the 
others. It is one of the best illustrated and most pleasing 
nonsense-books of the year. How We Went Birds’ Nest- 
ing» has illustrations in black and white instead of colors; 
but they are well drawn and have a character of their 
own. The letter text gives attractive side-glimpses of 
bird life in the woods, and the adventures of the nest- 
seekers are told with the simplicity of one who knows 
and loves the things she describes. Belle’s Pink Boots 
by the author of The Bessie Books, would have been 
better up to the standard of a few years ago than it is to 
that of now. Its colored prints are glaring, and its 
story lacks probability in plot and taste in treatment. 

The Two Gray Girls, and their Opposite Neighbors, tells 
a simple story in a pleasant way of. children in‘neighbor- 
ing families who were at first envious of each other, and 
then exchanged places for a fortnight, by which means 
they learned helpful lessons and came to a better under- 
standing of their own privileges and needs. Its wood- 
cut illustrations are of the English magazine or’ er—not 
fine, but taking for the little folks. In the Little Folks’ 
Bible Gallery,’ Miss Jennie B, Merrill has done for young 
children, in connection with some of the pictures of 
Cassell’s Illustrated Bible, something such a work as 
Dr. Chambers has done so admirably for adults in Doré’s 
Bible Gallery. It is the simple telling of some Bible 
stories, with fair woodcut illustrations accompanying. 
Feet and Wings' gives facts about sundry beasts and birds 


fourteen years old. It is freely illustrated. The Story 
of a Dogs has less pictures and more story. It will 
better please the average boy. The Youngster® is a little 
scrap book of short stories and jingles for younger chil- 
dren. Many of its smaller outline illustrations are 
familiar, from the work of Kate Greenaway and other 
artists ;" but they will ‘bear looking at again. Trot’s 
Journey, and Other Stories, is a similar work, for a little 
older class. Again the illustrations of Kate Greenaway 
do efficient service, and the rhymes and storiés are varied 
and harmless, What Rosa Did" is a fully illustrated 
story of one girl’s mischief. It is very natural. Its 
reading will make some little hearts ache, and to 
others it will give new plans of roguery. Sunday Chat- 
terbox 12 aud Chatterbox Juniors are bound volumes of 
pretty picture magazines; one for Sunday, and one for 
weekdays. They are a great improvement on old-time 
picture-books, even if they are not the best of the modern 
type. New Songs for Little Peoples‘ gives bright little 
verses for reading or learning in the nursery, nearly all 
of them mew. They are of the sort to take the ear of 
children ; and their spirit is good. The illustrations are 
Miss Humphrey’s. Mrs. Follen’s Little Songs“ is of a 
simpler order, for yet younger children ; the illustrations 
from the same pencil as the other. And Baby Ball 
is about the same order as the last named. Its illustra- 
tions are by Oscar Plescth, whose child-faces and figures 
are so familiar. 

Lucy Larcom as a poet has a hold on the heart. She 
enters the realm of Longfellow and Whittier, rather than 
of Lowell and Holmes. Indeed, she is plainly a favorite 
with both Longfellow and Whittier. The one has 
quoted from her very freely in his Poems of Places, and 
the other has credited her with essential aid in compiling 
his Child Life, and his Songs of Three Centuries, Ever 
since her Hannah Binding Shoes appeared in The Crayon, 
now twenty years ago, she has had the public ear, and 
her contributions to the leading magazines have been 
always welcome. Wild Roses of Cape Ann is a new clus- 
tering of her more recent fugitive pieces, with some fresh 
additions. It will give pleasure to very many whom she 
has cheered and helped by her songs, and who have come 
to a feeling of personal acquaintance with her, while 
they know her through her writings only. She is a 
hearty lover of nature, as not only her poems but her 
Hillside and Seaside in Poetry will testify. Moreover, she 
peculiarly gives fitting expression to the purest sentiment 
of sacred and unselfish friendship. Friend Brook, A 
Friend, Flower of Grass, A Whisper of Memory, The 
True Witness, and My Fear, delightfully illustrate 
this. It would not be easy to name a poet who could 
better be called the poet of Friendship. And there is a. 
depth of tenderness, and a hint of suppressed emotion, in 
such poems as They Said, and Old Madeline, which are 
a proof of holy and profound experiences. A Strip of 
Blue is already known through its place in such classic 
collections as Whittier’s. The dress of the new book is 
pleasing—its cover-design peculiarly so; but the covers 
themselves, being neither limp nor stiff, are objectign- 
able. (16mo, pp. wi, 272. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 
& Co. Price, $1.25.) 


A good illustration of the progress in book-making 
during the last four centuries would be found by a com- 
parison of The Boy's King Arthur, being Sir Thomas 
Malory’s History of King Arthur and his Knights of 
the Round Table, in its handsome binding, and attractive 
illustrations on soft paper and in excellent print, with 
the original work from which it is condensed,—a book 
which Caxton, the first English printer, says was “ after 
a copye unto me delyvered, whyche copye syr Thomas 
Malorye did take oute of certeyn bookes of Frensshe and 
reduced it into Englysshe.” Only one complete copy, as 
made by Oaxton, exists; but here we have it available 
for the many. The editor, Sidney Lanier, has shown an 
appreciative taste, and a nice discrimination in the work 
.of reproduction, giving only an occasional explanation, 
supplying an ellipsis or interpreting an obsolete Saxon 
word by a modern substitute,.The Arthurian legends 


(1.) 4te. pp. 64. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co, Price, $3.00. 
(2.) 4to, pp. 64. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co, Price, $2,50. 

(3) Square 4to, pp. 72. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co, Price, $1.50. 
(4.) 8vo, pp. 200. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. Price, $2.50. 
(5.) 8vo, pp. 258. New York: Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Oo. Price, $1.25. 
(6.) 4to, pp. 9. New York: Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Co. Price, $1.00, 
(7.) 8v0, pp. 176. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. Price, $1.25. 
(8.) 8vo, pp. 151. Philadelpbia: J. B, Lippincott & Co. Price, $1.00. 
(9.) 8vo, pp. 96. Philadelphia: J, B. Lippincott & Co. Price, 75 cents. 
(10.) 8vo, pp. 7% New York: R. Worthington. Price, 75 cents. 

(11.) 8vo, pp. 46. New York: R. Worthington. Price, 75 cents. 

(12.) 4to, pp. 199. New York: R. Worthington. Price, $1.00. 

(13.) 4to, pp. 186. New York: R. Worthington &Co. Price, $1.00. 

(14.) Square 8vo, pp. vill, 119. Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, 60 cents. 





in a style to please and instruct children of from ten to 





(15.) Square 8vo, pp. 76. Boston; Lee and Shepard. Price, 50 cents. 


date back to an early patted. ‘The “myth runs ‘like a 
silyer thread through our entire English literature. 
From Nennius to Tennyson, writers have tried to famil- 
iarize it to English-reading people. Mass infused into 
the old tales of animal strength and passion a spiritual 
life, gave them a soul by placing in the midst of them the 
Holy Graal. He made the popular legend an “ expres- 
sion of English earnestness that seeks to find the right 
and do it for the love of God.” Malory, in 1470, wrote 
the history of Arthur and his knights, and this history 
is afresh presented to us as a companion-piece of The 
Boy’s Froissart, which was prepared by the same editor, 
as a holiday book of last year. In this shape it will 
have an interest to older readers as well as to the boys. 
(Illustrated, pp. 403. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. Price, $3.00.) 

It is not especially heenk to award faint praise to the 
poetry of so distinguished a man as Dr. Ray Palmer. 
We think of My Faith Looks Up Thee, and wish that 
these Voices of Hope and Gladness attained to the standard 
he then set for himself. These verses are all devotional, 
and to those who value spirituality more than art they 
will prove very acceptable indeed. But the attempt to 


16 | vary the metres, and to employ unusual and somewhat 


broken forms of the stanza, do not—to the probable dis- 
appointment of the author—add to the value of the work 
he has done. When he simply and naturally flows forth 
in song (as in The Hope of Ages), he produces a really 
beautiful hymn, worthy of a lasting place in Christian 
hearts. But we confess a regret in respect to the rest of 
the poems—except the two translations, or paraphrases, 
from the Latin. The originals of these are in no accessi- 
ble collection, so it is difficult to speak of their merit; 
but these versions appear intrinsically true and good. The 
volume is marred by the introduction of four woodcuts, 
which are neither new nor essential, and one of which 
(p. 883) has been badly scratched. In short, aside from 
Dr. Palmer’s personal friends (enough to exhaust a hand- 
some edition), there will be only a passing interest felt 
in it. The Shadow of the Rock and The Hope of Ages 
must make amends for what is lacking. (New York: 
Rob’t Carter and Brothers, Pages ix, 152. Price, $1.50.) 





Tennyson is eminently a picturesque poet, and his 
younger manner especially, of which the Dream of Fair 
Women is an exemplification, gives tempting occasion to 
the hand of an artist. In a new edition, a number of 
artists have worked in fellowship, under one guidance, to 
produce the present series of illustrations. It is always 
a somewhat hazardous undertaking for a publisher or for 
an artist to supply actual pictures to the eye, to meet the 
demands of readers that have long before matched the 
verses of a favorite poem with imaginative pictures, 
partly, indeed, the poet’s, but partly theirown. We find 
ourselves, perhaps, best pleased with the cuts which 
illustrate the stanzas about Jephthah’s daughter. The 
flower pieces are well done. In the case of Iphigenia, 
the agony depicted in the face is not quite successfully 
reconciled with such beauty as we should be glad to 
attribute to a woman worthy to be dreamed of as among 
the historically “fair.” It seems a little curious to see 
Bacon reckoned one of the poets belonging to the “ spa- 
cious times of great Elizabeth.” We hope this costly 
and spirited enterprise of the publishers may meet its 
just reward in the appreciation and welcome of holiday 
buyers. The paper, the binding, the printing. the text, 
seem to be all that the most fastidious could desire. 
(Quarto, illustrated. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co, 
Price, $5.00.) 


One of the more showy, and one of the more attrac- 
tive holiday books of this year is Indian Summer, a series 
of autumn poems and sketches by L. Clarkson. It isa 
handsome large quarto, with twelve full-page colored 
illustrations, and four of the same sizeincrayon, The 
illustrations are of flowers and leaves and grasses and 
ferns from the Maryland woods. The poems are a 
choice selection from our best American poets, including 
Longfellow, Emerson, Bryant, Lowell, Holmes, Aldrich, 
Hayne, Bayard Taylor, Joaquin Miller, Helen Hunt, 
Celia Thaxter, Margaret J. Preston, and others, with an 
original introductory poem by Whittier. Some of the 
colored illustrations—notably those of the golden rod and 
daisies, of the ripened Virginia creeper, and of the sumach 
in the first snow—are exceptionally fine. The cover is 
gorgeous in‘its gold and black and red, Altogether the 
book is one to be prized for ite appearance and its con- 
tents. It is thoroughly American in its spirit, its sub- 
stance, and its execution. It is admirably suited for a 
Christmas or a New Year’s gift. (Folio, pp. 56, New 





(16.) Square 8vo, pp. 80, Boston; Lee and Shepard: Price, 50 centa, 


York: E, P, Dutton & Oo, Price, $6,00,) 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 44,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The uniform rate 
for ordinary advertisements is 20 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 30 cents per line. Large exira editions, 
for special use, are printed during these months 
in addition to the issue ue for subseribers, ’ 


I. L. Cragin & Oo., 116 So. Fourth 8t., 
Philadelphia, will send by mail, gratis, to 
any address, a sample of the celebrated 
Dobbins Electric Soap, on receipt of 15 
cents, which exactly pays postage. 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 
“Parents will fd the A. 8. T. Co. Black Tip not 
objectionable like the metal, while it will wear as well. 


By asking for it in their children’s shoes they can 
reduce shoe bills one half. 


THE MARKHAM BOOKS. 


- “Books which familiarize young readers with 





our early history are to be especially commended, 
and when Colonial and Revolutionary annals are 
put in such attractive forms as the stories in this 
volume, every mature potriot will wish them a 
wide circulation among young patriots.” —Chris- 
tian Union. 


Aboard the Mavis. 1; is toid in this book how 
five boys and five girls sail, in the schooner Mavis, 
about the east end of Long island, and how, in 
addition to sundry good times, they learn some- 


t of the early history of the countr By 
Richard Markham. Square ociavo. 76 justra- 
tions..... sacnewkpenpepeneusendvenad $1.50 





Around the Yule Log. Herein is narrated 
the doings of five boys aud five giris on a visit to 
the sea at Christmas-tide. By Richard Markham. 
= octavo. Liluminated boards. 87 in 

CIODB. 22 ccccccc cccccccccccccncccccs coccccsencce +2 L 


Nearly 20,000 volumes of these popu- 
lar juvenile books have been sold 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 
PUBLISHERS, 
755 Broadway, New York. 


Ward & Drummond's 


BULLETIN. 
Christmas Carols, 1880. 


Contains gems from Millard, Sherw . Danks, 

aod others. 8 pages Price, pe Se --- 

The ane ee and best set of Cardia published. 
Samples, 


Christmas Carols, 1879. 


by large sale these had enables us to sell at $1.00 
r bundred. Only a few thousands left out of an 
Paition of 50,000. 


Golden Texts for 1881, with Bible Gems. 


Contains the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, 
Beatitudes, 23d Psalm, Books of the Old aud New 
Testaments, a Sbort Catechism, and the Golden 
Texts on the International Lessons. Bound iu a 
bandsome hey a cover. Price, $2.00 per 100. 


Ward’s Improved Sabbath School 


MONEY ENVELOPE for peeping of class collec- 
tions, arranged for one year. Cloth lined. The 
most practical envelope in use. 50 cents per dozen. 


Superintendent’s Pocket Record. 


With space for na mes, addresses, etc., of 500 officers. 
teachers, and scholars; also, 52 pages for condensed 
history of the school for each Sunday in the year, 
etc., eic. Bound in Russia, fuli flex., 75 cents. 


Texts of Sermons. 
A little book of 52 es, with proper headings for 
Text in full, etc. The idea is that each scholar in a 
Sunday-echoo! have one, and by being in atten- 
d nce at church each suntee record the Text, and 
ngas Soe © the teacher ene if correct. At end 
of of the scholar is entitled toa present. The 
book is returned to the scholar, making a nice 
little memento for them. 6 cents. 


Teachers’ Class Book, 2 Years’ Minutes. 


Bound in cloth, round cogners, red edges, 15 cents. 


Teacher’s Class Book, 1 Year’s Minutes. 


Bound in mpartiod pote covers, round corners, 
red edges. 6 cents. 


Superintendents’ Pocket Roll Book, 


30 cents 

’ 

Infant Class Teachers’ Pocket Roll 
K. Ww cents. 

Anything in the Sunday-school line you see adver- 
tised #n The Times or elsewhere that you want. write 
to us, for we can supply. ply. 4 stock is compiete, with 
a line of Sunday- ks and Requisites. Sub- 
scriptions received for all on the different Lesson Helps, 
Papers, etc. You can make one bill tor all ~~ 

needs. ——- promptly and carefully attended to. 
Give usa trial. 


Ward and Drummond, 


Successors to U. D. WARD, 
116 Nassau Street, New York. 


4 GENTS WANTED to introdvee a new and 
novei Account Book vw business men. a rich 
est to comostent parties during the next three 


meaths Ai ticuuars b D mail. 
H.W. raPHILON. & Bond § St., New York City. 
N "NEW 35 | cent, | Elegant - 


Prices reduced 
20. 
BOOKS 2 Gouron & 00. Pate, Piliedeiphin 
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THE PANSY. 


A PICTORIAL WEEKLY PAPER FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE. EDITED BY MRS. 
G. R. ALDEN, AUTHOR OF THE PANSY 
BOOKS. FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. 
The first number for 1881 will be issued | 
December 15. Send ali subscriptions and for 
specimen copies, to 


D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers, 32 Franklin 


St., Boston, Single Numbers, $1.00 per hundred, 


THE PANSY will be first class in every particular, 
of Paper, Illustrations, and Printing, and those who 
have read any of the Fansy Books need not be assured 
that in interest, literary excellence, and helpfulness, 
it will have no superior. 

The Weekly Numbers of each month will be varied 
in subject. 

The First Number of each month, complete in 
itself, will contain Short Stories and Sketches, illus- 
trated. 

The Second will contain Pansy’s Serial for boys 
and girls. 

The Third, Young People Abroad. 

The Fourth, Young People at Home. 

And where there isa Fifth number in the month, | 
its subject will be “ Light in Many Lands,” showing 
how the dark places of the earth are being en- 
lightened. 


The First number of each month will also be issued | 
as amonthbly. Single subscriptions, 15 cents a year. | 
50 copies, one year, $5.00. 

The First and Second numbers of each month will 
be sent as a Semi-monthly, 25 cents a year. 50 copies, 
one year, $1..00, 

50 copies of THE PANSY, weekly, one year, $20.00. 





The weekly numteis for each month will be sent on 
or before the first of each month, in a handsomely | 
illustrated cover. 


To the Sunday-schools of America, | 


| To the Sunday-schools of America. 


"A LIBRARY OF 500 VOLUMES, 


A CABINET ORGAN, 
A LIBRARY OF 100 VOLUMES, 


FREE! 


The above prizes we offer to the Sunday-schools 
which shall send us, before the 15th of December, the 
three largest yearly subscription lists to 


THE PANSY. 


FOR THE LARGEST LIST we will give a LI- 





| BRARY OF FIVE HUNDRED VOLUMES of our 


publications, the price to average $1.00 each. 

For the second we will give a MASON AND HAM- 
LIN CABINET ORGAN, price, $200.00. 

For the third we will give A LIBRARY OF ONE 
HUNDRED VOLUMES, average in price, $1.00, 





PREMIUMS FOR CLUBS. 


For Clubs of TEN of the Weekly, with $ for same, 
any $1.25 book on our Catalogue will be sent free of 
postage to the person getting up the Club. 

For Olubs of TEN of the Monthly, with $1.50 for 
same, or of the Semi-monthly, with $2.50 for same, we 
will send, free of postage, any 50 cent book on our 
Catalogue. 

For Clubs otf TWENTY-FIVE of the Weekly, with 
$1250 for came, we will send books amounting to 
$2.50 from our Catalogue post-paid. 

For Clubs of TWENTY-FIVE of the Monthly, 
with $3.75 for same, or of the Semi-monthly, with 96.25 
tor same, we will send any $1.25 book on our Cata_ 
logue, postage paid. 

“@e Our Catalogue of One Thousand different books 
sent free to any applicant. 








L. PRANG & COV’S 
Christmas and New Year Cards for 1880-81. 





Greatly excelling all our previous efforts 
Special attention called to 


as regards variety, originality and execution, 


Prang’s Prize Christmas Cards. 


The sum of $2,000, which we offered, in April last, as prizes in a public competition for 
four designs for Christmas cards, brought out a very strong competition, in which many of our 


leading American artists and designers took part. 


now published by us, as follows: 


First Prize Card ($1,000), by Miss Rosina Emmet. 
Second Prize Card ($500), by Alexander Sandier. 

Third Prize Card ($300), artist’s name not given. Price__-.......__......_____________ 
Fourth Prize Card ($200), by Miss Anne G, Morse. Price 


The four designs receiving the prizes are 


eeGahe nk dud od. Gidea 


75 
50 
26 


Our other novelties comprise, among others: New Bouquets, a new Water Color Sketch by 
Miss Bridges, four large panels of Birds and Flowers, new Bits of Nature, and Bits of Ocean, 
and two new Heads, by a renowned artist called “‘ Elsa” and “ Marguerite.” Also, 


New Birthday Cards and Sunda y-School Texts. |' 


jes Catalogues sent on application. 


L. PRANG & CO., Art and Educational Publishers, Boston. 


TIQUETTES BUSINESS 


ius is the Cheapest and vLly COlpiele auu Rs = 
work on Etiquette and Business and Socia! Forms. It 
tells how to perform all the wartous duties of life, and 
how to appear to best advantage on all occasions. 
Agents anted.—sSend for circulars containing a 
full descripton of the work and pm terms to agents. 
Address N ational Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


GUIDE TO SUCCESS, 


WITH 
FOR noche. AND 


1s BY FAR the best Business and Social Guide and 
and-book ever pubiished. Much the latest. It tells 
HOW TO DO EVERYTHING in the best way. How 
to be your own lawyer. How to do business correctly 
and successfully. ow to act in society and in every 
part of life, and contains a gold mine of varied infer- 
mation indispensable to all classes for constant refer- 
ence. Agents wanted for ali or spare time. To 
know wuy this book of REAL vaiueand attraction 

sag raak than any other, apply for terms to 
LASS BROS., 706 Chestout st., Phila., Pa. 


ding notes and cards, elegant styles, short 
pet poe 4 least pow gem Christmas ‘and New 


cards, sta! onery, and fine engrav- 
ngs. 58. > CHILDS & CO,, Chicago, 








___NEW YORK: 38 Bonp See eee 
BOOK A AGENTS 


SUNLIGHT AND D SHADOW 


is GI — the prbluuhed— 
wing with a juIDor, 
Preside gnomes cima 
ng for for ft, =k 
ate an cone am Ed 


Sy 
HINGTON & SS et dee 
Reward Cards, Black all styles for H 
Desstpere direutars, . ~ 


hi TO SCHOOL Sineraeaie aa 
School use. mereyh is oe ah oy 
Gymnastic and etc, ro 
ons, etc. 
alled free, ge ‘ Bec | 8 
Schgpl F urnishers, Ni No. 19 9 Bond surest, wey 
ANTED.—Five sharp, st shrewd men, from % vv 35 
education, to 





zene of ifte "books a o my 
system of sell y suscription, and to 
act os menegus different States of the U I 
can short tria). men who — meets gave 


after 
to $1,200 the first year, and from 


the second year. , Se ex shy ins and 
send this. W.J HOLLAND. ringfleid, Mass. ‘iforand 








GET A BINDER FOR YOUB PAPER. 





OXFORD | 





Teachers’ Bibles, 


With or Without Round Corners and 
Patent Index. 
THOMAS NELSON AND SONS, 


42 Bleecker Street, New York. — 


MUSICAL CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS! 


Most acceptable gifts to players or singers will be 
the following elegantly bound books. 


Sm” Any one mailed, post-free, for the price here 
mentioned. 

ROBERT FRANZ’S SONG ALBUM 
GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG. 

HOME CIRCLE. Three volumes, 
WORLD OF SONG, 

PIANO AT HOME. ¢hand collection. 
SHOWER OF PEARLS. Vocal Duets. 
CREME DE LA CREME. 2 Vols. 
OPERATIC PEARLS. 

GEMS OF STRAUSS. 

GEMS OF THE DANCE. 

CLUSTER OF GEMS. 

SUNSHINE OF SONG. 

Each of the above in Cloth, $2.50; Fine Gilt, $3.00, 
STUDENT'S LIFE IN SONG. $1.50. 
CURIOSITIES OF MUSIC, $1.50. 
BEETHOVEN. A Romance by Rav. 61.50. 
RHYMES AND TUNES. Christmas Offering. $1.50. 
SULLIVAN’S VOCAL ALBUM. $1.50. 

FAIRY FINGERS. For Piano. $1.50. 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 


Cc. H. DITSON & CO., J. E. DITSON & CO., 
New York. Phiiadelphia. 


= 1 = 


er FOR THE EC, 


fg Primary & Intermediate 
Departments of 


‘ 
a SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, . 


Br uatest-and Best Singing Book. a 
a) Single Copy, 25 Cents, 


<e", $2.40 per dozen, 


























Address, 





a 
Or examinat™ 


For Christmas Times. 





BIGLOW & MAIN’S CHRISTMAS ANNUAL 
No. 11.—16 pages beautitn: Carois by twelveuf our 
best Composers. Only $4 per 100; 5 cents by mall. 


te: ay Hy SERVICE No. 3.—The Magi and 
the Mi ah, by J. H. Vincent, D.D. A beautiiul 
Concert Exercise, with music. 


$7.50 per 100; 10 
cents by mail. 


THE TREE OF LIFE.—A new Christian Concert 
Exercise, by J. H. Vincent, D.D.. with appropriate 
hymns. $3 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 

oars and Main were the first to provide for the 
a of qperegetse Carols aud Services 

for Su schoo 00S ristmas time. and their pub- 
fous are co to be superior to any others 


BIGLOW AND MAIN, 


* 
73 Randolph Street, | 76 E. Ninth Street. 
CHICAGO, NEw YORK. 
’ 

FOR CHILDREN’S FESTIVALS. 
Recitation «ombined with vocal and 
instrumental music. 

The charming litile operetta, 
“THE LAND OF NOD,” 
Is exceedingly attractive to old and young; 
easily produced, and adapted to any season. 
Three additional songs furnished if desired, on 
application to publishers. The operetta is con- 
tained in 
“The Wonderful Christmas St. Nicholas,” 
the most magnificent number of a magazine 
-for boys and girls ever published. For sale 
erent b pete, 30 cents. 
IBNER & CO., New Nork. 
Ba Au ih Album illustrated with 32 


tograp 

; Peb Scrolis,Ja auese Pictures... and 100Album 
Quotations. lée. 6 for 0c. J. F.INGAS Ls, Ly pn, Mass 

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will objige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- . 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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Dopp, MEAD, & CO. ’s 
New Books. 


AN IMPORTANT NEW WORK ON FAINTING. 
A HISTORY OF PAINTING: AN- 
CIENT, EARLY CHRISTIAN, 
AND MEDIAVAL. 


From the German of the late Dr. Alfred Woltmann 
and Dr. Karl Woermann. Edited by Sidney Col- 
vin, M.A., Slade Professor of Fine Arts in the 
University of Cambridge. Imperial 8vo, with pu 
merous illustrations. Cloth, §7.50; half morocco, 
$10.50; tree calf, $15.0). 

It may be said with confidence that the narrative 


here se. betore the reader is tie must complete and 
trustworthy History of Paintmg yet written. 


*,* A Mistory of Modern Painting by the 
sare = - yea a 1D press, coutinulog and completing 
@ wor 





THE FOURTH EDITION: 
LUBKES: HISTORY OF ART. 


A new translation from the seventh German Edition. 
Edited, with Notes, by Clarence Cook. 2 vols., 
8vo, with nearly 600 illustrations. Cloth, gilt tops 
or uncut, $14.00; half morocco, gilt tops, $19.00; 
half levant extra, $22.10; full levant, elegant, $30.00. 

** The beauty of this book, its permanent value, ae 


the genesal interest .n its mubject og commend it to al 
persuns of culture as a holiday gift.” 





PRETTY PEGGY AND OTHER 
BALLADS. 


Illustrated in Water Colors. 
Square 8vo, §2.50. 


» 
By Rosma Emmet. 


* Nothing more delicate or winsome has been seen 
in book work for along time. For those who love art 
avd real talent combined, this work, as an American 
produetion purely, will bea surprise.” - 


“The artistic features of the book are remarkable 
for their refined humor and accuracy of drawing.” 





GOETHE’S MOTHER. 


Correspondence of Catharine Elizabeth Goethe with 
Goethe, Lavater, Wieland, Duchess of Saxe 
,» Weimar, and others. Translated from the Ger- 
man, wih the addition of Biographical Sketches 
and Notes by Alfred 8. Gibbs, and an introductory 
note by Clarence Cook. MHandsomely printed, 
with illustrations. 8vo, cloth, $2.00, 
‘She was one of the pleasantest figures in German 
literature, and one standing out wilh greater vivid. 


ness thao almost any other. She was = dell ~ of 
children, the favorite of poets and prin om, 's 
Life of Goethe. 





DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
_755 Broadway, New York, 


Standard Series. 
Nos. $} Dickens’ Christmas Books. 


Octavo, ILLUSTRATED. PaiCk, EACH, 25 CTS. 
No. 47.—Life oi Calvin, By Guiz.t 


No. 4.—America Revisited. By Sala............... 
Young’s Concordance (sampl free), tne only 
revised and correct «dition, © otb..........4$3.65. 
Postage free. Catalogues free. For sale by A 
. Sellers, or tbe publisuers, I. K. FUNK & CO.. 
St., New York, 


BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY GIFT 
For $1.00 








Gospel Hymns Combined 


The Most Renowned Collection of Sacred Songs 
ever issued ; over 


8,688,000 Sold | 


The Holiday edition «f Hymns and Music is beaut!- 
tu ly printed on tone i paper, and full bound in Cloth, 
Ked edges. Everybody will be glad to emi I => 
present, as it will be a Memento of the Great Re 
Mectings hilt by Messrs. 


MOODY and SANKEY, 


aud isthe complete collection used by them in their 


servi.es, 
PRICE, $1.00; 
TEN CENTS ADDITIONAL I¥ SENT BY MAIL. 








These books may be ordered parouge any Bookseller 
or Music Dealer in the U. 8. 
Edition, with Music, Limp cloth.......... 75 eta. 
Popular Edition, with Music, Boards..60 eta, 
Kach of the ab ve 10c nts additional ifsent by mail. 
Pepin. Edition, Words only, Peper..10 cts. 
2 ceuts additional if sent by mail. 
Words oni. Large Type, Cloth.. 
5 cents adaitional if sent by mail. 


Juhn Church & 0o., | Biglow & Main, 


Cincinnati, Oo. _ New York, 


N ATIONAL SCHOOL oF" ELOCUTION AND 
iN ORATORY, M16 on — Chestnut = . Philad’a 
For Public Speakers, nem, Te chers, and the 
poneps student of bizber Englis Winter term now 
vopent me Next —_ =r 7. 
page catalogue on application ress. 

R. 0. , MOON, , SECRETARY. 


BOOTS BY MAIL whens, sine, Sees than 
their locality affords can orde. from me (for men, 


bt eg 2 ee, If not satisfied. return them, 
Fine ty. M.G. Palmer. Portland, Me. 


Part WoW: 0s ioringibald We 


--50 ots. 
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If 
You 
Have 


any of the 
following : 


House, 
Farm, 
Garden, 
Lawn, 
Plants, 
Flowers 
Family, 
Girls, 
Boys; 
Horse, 
Cow, 
Cattle, 
Sheep, 
Swine, 
Fowls; 
Bees, 
Birds, 
Fishes, 
Insects ; 
Apples, 
Peaches 
Pears, 
Grapes, 
Fruits; 
Corn, 

W heat, 
Oats, 
Peas, 
Grain, 
Grass; 
Roots; 
Plows, 
Harrow 
Sower, 
Reaper, 
etc., etc., 


HISTORY OF EGYPT. 


By Mrs. Clara Erskine Clement. 


The writer of this volume !s known on both sides 
of the ecean as th 
hand. eee of art that are almost uprival-d in their 


1881. 


BEAST .... WEST .... NORTH....SOUTH. 
Town. . Cit 


me ° 


. ..- Country. 


It will PAY you Well, 


to have the Best Plain, Practical, Useful, rnd 
liable INFORMATION, anywhere to be 
found—supplied by thoroughly Experienced, 
Intelligent Men and Women, who know, and 
know well, what they talk and write about. 


You can get all this, at Small Cost, 


In the 40th Annual Volume (now beginning) of the 


American Agriculturist, 


(so named because started 39 years ago as a Rural Journal, but now en- 
larged to embrace the whole range of human Labor, Comfort, and Care—Out- 
Doors and In-Doors,—the Profitable, the Useful, the Beautiful. It is most 
Valuable to every Cultivator, and to every Farm or Village or City HOME.) 





A Most Useful and Important Feature 


of the American Agriculturist, distinguishing it from all other Journals 
treating of similar subjects, isthe Illustrations. [49~ Each Volume has about 


One Thousand 
ORIGINAL ENGRAVINGS, 


which bring right to the Eye and Understanding, far better than words can 
do, an immense variety of Labor-saving, Labor-helping Devices and Con- 
trivances (largely home-produced), for Out-Door and In-Door Work and 
Comfort—the Useful, Helpful, Ornamental, and Interesting. ALSO many 
well executed illustrations of new and old Plants, Flowers, Fruits, Animals. 
ALSO many pleasing, instructive Pictures for Young Folks and Children. 


tw For its Mustrations alone, Every One should have the AMER- 
ICAN AGRICULTURIST, even if he has twenty other Journals. 


—_— 


HOMES FOR THE PEOPLE :—Original, Common-sense 
Plans of Houses, small and large, and of other Buildings, with full details 
of materials, cost, etc., are given jn the AMERICAN AGRICULTURIST. 








EXPOSURE OF HUMBUGS :—Every number of the AMERI- 
CAN AGRICULTURIST shows up various Swindling Schemes and Devices. 
These exposures are alone worth, to any one, the whole cost of the Journal, 





A VALUABLE HOLIDAY GIFT, for any Relative or 
Friend, in Country, Village, or City, is a Subscription for Volume 40 (1881) of 
the AMERICAN AGRICULTURIST.—Ten, Five, or Three Dollars, or even $1.50 
expended in this way will give Pleasure, and do much Good to the receivers. 


TRY It Yourself For 1881. 


It will PAY you Well. 


‘TERMS for Vol. 40 (1881), $1.50 : Three Copies, $4. Four Copies, $5. 
Ten or more Copies, $1 each. One Number, 15¢e. (Premiums to Club Gatherers.) 
(German Edition at same Rates.) 


ORANGE JUDD COMPANY, Publishers, 
245 Broadway, New York. 


tigi  GERY, v TEN CENTS for sample ot our new, unique, 
d beautiful Christmas Exercise, and also for 











sample of 


@ successiui autnor of a series of 








This isthe second volume of 

Lothrop’s Library of Entertaining History. 
D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, 

32 Franklin Street, 


depart rs. eee: bas traveled in 'y pt, 
apd has wHitten coe the subject m4 —— has, a 
fore, tu eis v of ane 
vee ON wy RED. TELUSTRATIO ‘Ss 
drawn from authentic adorn this volume. 
12mo, Cloth ----81.5@ | A choive o licction of Christmas Music We also 


oan printed two sty es of gifi cards with the w..1rds, 
* Your Lpeeesiatentent wishes you ° Merry Christmas 
anda H ew Year.” Letters, !'esigos, Emblems. 
ete., for CHRIST MAS MOTTOFS, enpplied at a 
reasonable price. Send a stamp for circular. 


HOWARD | GANNETT, Tremont t Temple, Boston 





Boston. 





.Fer our 


AGENTS WANTED! ie | Cc K ee u TZ E L 

AStory of unusual power and nd sehen, A fwiland 

jeartes? ‘e of the subtle aris 

fans Py pan | how rum and one. rule aod 
mertoan mr 


ot politienl wire- 





rein in 4 it cree © 

Prise iy ot. 50 Welln fast. Ter! Terms ver. uberal. Bef 1 Sunda 
ye) ore se + Ae unday 

HUBSAND BROS , Pubs., 723 Chestnut: Bt., Phiiad’a. School Aids for 





/\ Bither 8.8. Cards, Christmas Cards. or Blank 
peers s Cards (no 2 alike) 25 cts ; 12 fuil size 
w Designs, tic. I 


ihe ae above ai an = Pes to og & watch os mailing 





1, send for 
a copy of “*The Sunday School 
Quarterly,” by Rev. F. N. Plou- 
bet. PUBLISHED BY 
W. A. WILDE & 00., 25 Bromfield 8t., Boston. 


wilt sead circu- 
ving any one who seads for either of 


ancing, Co 











GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 














SERS and all! for 
Am, Yooal Inst. 101 4108 Waverty PLN ¥. 





HOLIDAY BOOKS. 


Voices of Hope and Gladness. 
By Ray Palmer, D.D. Lllustrated. Gilt...... $1.50 
In Christo. 





By J. R. Macduff, D.D......-cccccccccneccceeces 1.3 
The Cup of Consolation. 

A Glit Book for the Sick..................-.--+ 1.2% 
The End of a Coil. 


A Story. PA, the author of the * Wide, Wide 
World.” 





Siinioedbelannewenwoutbe sucodiaubwe 1.75 
My Dal, 
Bh BROE Fs TAF iO Give cudccnctndéctccsneenew 1.75 
Sun, Moon, and Stars. 
BY GHRGERG.« cececccesscccccnss cboceseseuanescons 1.50 
Carl Krinken’s Christmas Stocking. 
FREES LAE USEOD c00 cogansscusecesconccschooue 1.00 
Couper's Task. 
Lilustrated by Foster...........ccsce-sccsecseees 3.50 
D’ Aubigne’s History of the Reformation. 
ee RS Re eens 12.50 
Fletcher’s Family Devotions...........-.+--0« 5.00 
Henry's Commentary on the Bible, 
Five vols, i iciecandidececsncenmamientacease 15.00 
Another edition in 9 vols., 8vo, cloth.......... .00 
Nora Crena. 
MY Te T. MEGRER, TMG cccccscccccccsecccnsccee LS 
Rue’s Helps. 
BWy-S. DE, DP WE...6. cocsccocccscosssccccces 1.50 
Muriel Berton. 
SP BERBER GDB ccascccqsccnnsvenvecdacnsesose 1.50 
The Interpreter’s House. 
ewton ........ o- 12 
Hester Trueworthy’s Royalty iisssaagpeleceavoube 1.25 


ROBERT CARTER AND BROTHERS, 
530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
+*s SEND FOR OUR HOLIDAY CATALOGUE. | 


The Gift-Book 
For the Whole Family. 


THE ILTUSTRATED LITTLE WOMEN. __ By 
Louisa M. Alcott. This,t e most famous of al] the 
famous books by Miss Alcoit, is now presented in 
an ilustrated edition with TWO HUNDRED 
CHARAUCTERISTIU DESIGNS, drawn and eu- 
graves ex 7 for unis work. A very unique 
+ature is a lite-like portrait of the author, now for 
the first time accompa: pig any of her books, and 
a view of the home of the “ Lite Women” in 
Concord. One handsome small quarto volume, 
bourd in cloth, w.th emblematic cover desigus. 
Price, $>.c0, 


—_ AND JILL: A Village Story. By Louisa M. 
Alcot. One volume. Uniform with “ Little 
Wowen,” “Lttl Men,” “An Old-Fashioned 
Gil,” ete. Price, $1 50. ’Girls and boys will be 
glad to know that the village referred to is Con- 
cord, and among the illustrations will be found 
Dy of the Concord schoolbouse, Concoid River, 
An esteemed critic says: * Jack aud Jiil is 
Gecidediy the best story she has written. oe 
exceptisg that first book whicua .ed her in ee 
into the very heart of American and giish 
home-iife. Indeed, it closely resemb es Sule 
Women’ in spirit, though it has a wider scope in 
action aud ireatment,” 


A GUERNSEY LILY; vor, How the Feud was 
Healed, By Susau Coolidge, author of ~ What 
Katy Did, "etc. This is a travel story of adven- 
tures in the Channel Islanés. protusely illustiated 
with one hundred aud pe ictures. in one 
smail quarto volume, Ty fully bound in illu- 
minatiidclouh. Price, $2.00 


NEW BEDTIME STORIES. By Louise Chandler 
Mou.ton With illustrations by Addie Ledyard. 
ne handsume square il6mo volume, b-und in 
cloth, black and ar lettered. Price, $125. This 
& compauion volume to * * Bedtime Stories,” and 
* More Bedtime Swwries,’”’ by the same auihor, two 
books which have had an inmiense pupularity 
with readers. 


WE AND THE WORLD: A Story for Boys. By 
Juliana Horatio Ewing. With ten illustratious. 
16mo, cloth, Diack and gilt i+ttered. Price, $1.29. 
This volume is uniform with the same author's 
story for girls, “ Six to Sixteen ” and also with her 
very popular stories, * ‘Jan of the Windmill” and 
“A Great Emergency.” 


STORIES OF THE SBA. Told by Sailors. By 
Eaward E. Hae. a 16mo, cluth, black 
and gilt Je.tered. Pri e, $1.00 A compa: fon vol- 
ume to “ Stories of War.” published last season. 


Sold everywhere. Mailed, post-paid, by the: pub- . 
lishers, 


iad ROBERTS BROTHERS, BOSTON. 
“The Daintiest Gitt of the Season.” 


HOME, SWEET HOME ! 


By JoHN Howakp PaYNE. With full- “page and let- 
ler-press jaegyeatons mpm from designs by Miss L. B. 
HUMPHREY, engraved by ape aia and fore the 
seventa volume Lr our series of 


ILLUSTRATED HYMNS AND SONGS: 


Oh, Why Should the Spirit of Mortal be Proud ? 
The Breaking Waves Dashed High. 
Nearer, My God, to Thee. 
Rock of Ages, 
Abide With Me. 
The Vagabonds. 
All uniform in Style $50 bas Small 4to, full gilt, 





“During the last few years these enterprising pub- 
lishers have issued many small quartos conisiping 
and iliustrating such poems or hymonsas have beceme 
as household words a us, nay, worid-wide in 
their interest and renown ilustrated without stint, 
and with an artistic fideiity and sympathy of expres- 
sion too eften lacking in more pretentions volumes ; 
faultiess in jetter-oress, heavy, rich, and tinely tinted 
paper. and exquisite binding, they have ollered to the 
American publica series of livres de /uxe worthy the 
acceptance of a princess. or the attention of the wisest 
and most powerful, yet within the resco of every man 
who prizes gooa books as among the necessities of 
life.”"— Boston Journai of Commerce. 

Our Illustrated Cata'ogue is sent postpaid to any 
address on receipt of six cent« in postage stamps. or 
our complete Catalogue without illustrations, mailed 

oo application. 


LEE AND ) SHEPARD, Publishers, Boston. 
want, for | sam ple copy of the Woe 
BEES - “WEEKLY BEE JOURNAL” 
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UNDENIABLY THE BEST. 


Worthington's Juvenile 
BOOKS. 


AT ALL BOOK AND NEWS STORES. 
ASK FOR THEM. 


AFTERNOON TEA. 


The new j :venile of the year. It is spoken of every- 
where. $1 59. 


KATE GREENAWAY’S TROT’S 
JOURNEY. 
The young ones all know Miss Greenaway. “ Trot’s 
Juurney” is just out. 75 cenis, 


CHATTERBOX QUARTETTE. 


New edition. Much enlarged. One vol., 
quarto. 1 50. 


CHATTERBOX JUNIOR, 1881. 
This Year’s Volume. Nearly 200 illustrations. $1.25. 
SUNDAY CHATTERBOX, 


Good for every day as well as Sunday. Every page 
and picture atiractive. $1.25. 


CHATTERBOX NATURAL HISTORY. 


Books about BIRDS, PLAY BOOKS, MOTHER 
GUO >E, a id a 1 the Standards of Nursery and Young 
People’s Libraries. 





large 


BZ” WORTHINGTON'’S ARE THE BEST. “WO 
R. WORTHINGTON, 770 BROADWAY, N. Y. 
ALL 
UNDAY } 


CHOOL 5 j Teachers and 


TUDENTS of the Bible 
HOULD 
UBSCRIBE for 


Monthly Notes for Bible Study, 


IN UNION WITH THE 


Bible Reading & Prayer Alliance. 
ONLY 3 CENTS PER YEAR, 


Ror Sample, send 3 cent stamp to 


8. a rg Willard Tract Depository, Toronto, 
nad 


Miss E. DRYER, “ Bible Reading and Prayer Al- 


lia iancy,” | 150 Madison St., Chicago. 
$1.10 





| 10 ILLUSTRATED 
’ SCIENTIFIC NEWS 
Volame Four begins January1 It is regarded as 
the best low- pre eer tific and mechanical journal 
ever published e bring to this work an experience 
of twenty-five years, which is worth something. We 
believe ia the prosperity of our own Manufacturers 
aud Mechanics. We believe in the dev. lopment aud 
protection of Inventors and Patentees. Manufac- 
turers cannot progress without saventers, In: eutors 
must be sustained by Manufacturers. » believe in 
the protection of b th these arms ¥,. our national 
strength by all just laws. With these ideas as the basis 
of our work, we shali l»ok diligently for everything 
new and vainab'e in Invention. Science, Me- 
chanics,Manufactures. tngineering,Chem- 
istry, Electricity, and all the Practica ‘Arts. 10- 
cludi: VE Workshop # d Household E o' omy. Kech 
number of cur paper will be weil Llustrated with En- 
gravings of Machinery, To.ls. [Imp'ements, New Pro- 
cesses and Discoveries in the fpdustrial Arts and 
Rciences wih liberal sele tions from tre best Eng ish, 
Fre-ch aud German scient:ic and mechanical papers. 
TERMS in the United States and Canada—One 
cory, tree of postage. 81.10; Five copies. $4.50; 
Ten copies, #8. Remit hv postal order. hank dratt or 
58. H. WALES & SON. Pesianers, 
1 Spruce St New York. 
“U.S. PATENT SYSTEM EXPLAINED.” 
teat free by ab: ve firm. 


For 1881, NOW READ 





registered letter. 


Sample copy 


Y. 
sent toSUPERINTEN weg hens saa 


JOHN H. TOMLINS 
_______s«&P ublisher. Taiteo. bal 





YOUNG LADIES ail over the Country are mak- 
ing coilections of pretty advertising and business 
cards. They can find nothing superior to our “ Art 
Cards.”” We print them from steel-plate, in 6 different 
designs. and will send the whole set to any address in 
the United States on receipt of 12 cents in postage 


stamps. 
D. GOFF & SONS, 
___ Pawtucket, R. I. 


» FREE TO ALL. 


# One of our New Illustrated 
7 Catalogues, giving prices of 
» Plain & Set Rings Watches, 
Chains, Spoons,Silver Ware, 
"$10. 00 &c.  IMlustrations given are 
exact size of ring represent- 
ed. We guarantee quali 
Mm) throughout as seprdsneted 
) Willsend ring to any address 
yy (at our risk) on receipt of 
A pee 2 and 25 cts. additional 
or registration. 
Solid Gold 18 Kt. $5.00 75 give proper size, cut a hole 
as near round as possible in a stiff piece of card 
board to fit the finger as you wish the ring to do, and 
enclose to us with order. No extra charge for ene 
graving cither Initials, Name or Motto. Address 


NA7 rm. Freendricli d= Son. 


410 Fourth Ave., LOUISVILLE, KY. 
a8@"When writing, mention this paper. “Ga 
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DRY GOODSanaGENE 





LOUTEITS. 











The Greatest Variety in One Establishment 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 











Vhlatelpiw. 


anc Dapol” 





acer 
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ADDRESSA Phe CARD AS ABOVE. 
Jt forLadies goods,write on tt as follows. 





HUA 





ond nro 





| (County) 


| ee ee 


Since Mecatraled 
Link for Fall ana Wrulor 1880, 


| (0 Oe ee! en ee a 


r Hour Number 
Pulee - 














If for gentlemen’s goods, write for 





State and Territory. 


In either case you will regeive the book by return mail. 
get goods from the city cheaply, quickly and safely, with privilege of return 
and refund of moncy if not suited in every particular, 

The distance makes no difference. Wesend goods and samples to every 


Price List No. 8. 
It tells how to 
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J.EsSTey & Co-BRATTLEBORO VT 





Wire es aon 
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(aha "WOODS. 


A full line of fine Woods for Bracket Workers. Saw 
Blades 10 cents per dozen. free by mail. Send tor price 
list. GEORGE M. WAY & CO., Hartford. Conn, 


GIc LANTERN OAT. ve. 1 P. FOR Re STAM! 


WN baa-ls 


AND VIEWS 










THE MAGICAL ,ORGANETTE, ONLY $8. 


ouble size R ds, extra strength 


and finish. 
Organette Circular 
SHFO 1. Hees er a9 Filbert St., Philadeipas, Pa 


sees PusTO KEAN, & CO, 


100 WASHINGTON STREET, 
CHICAGO, 


BANKERS, 


AND DEALERS IN 


U. S. BONDS, also 
5, 6, 7, and 8 per cent. County, City, and 
School Bonds, and other 
INVESTMENT SECURITIES. 


A line of GOOD SECURITIES constantly 
on hand. 

BILLS OF EXCHANGE on London, 
Paris, Berlin, and other European cities. 

CABLE TRANSFERS. 











LETTERS OF CREDIT for travelers. 
PAPER LI LETTERS FOR DECORATIONS. 


ot one letters form ornamenting 
Christmas and other Festivals 











Send 
cfrouiar. JOHN OCORREJA, Jz., 141 Broadway, 


THE ONLY IMPROVEMENT 


Ever Made on the Ordinary 
POROUS PLASTER. 


ACTS quicker, RELIEVES quicker, CURES 
uicker than others, and is in every way FAR 
UPERIOR. Avoid imitations offered under 

similar sounding names. 


| ~ BARLOW’S — 
INDIGO BLUEARS ceruteeee ear, 


EVERY HOUSEKEEPER 


Should use the FUREKA WALL PROTECTORS 
No house is complete without tnaem. For sale by all 
furniture dealers. Insist .n their keeping them. 

tail ail price, $1. ‘Manufactory : at Michigan City, Ind. 


woLe! UMBIA BICYCLE. | 
ae The Bicycle nee proved Sa = 


permanent, practical 
vehicle: and the pa — in daily 
use is rapidly increasing. Protes 
sional and business men, seekers 
after health or pleasure, all join in 

witness to its merits. Send 


THE “Famity Wasu Bive. 
For Sale by Grocers. 





ic. stamp for catalogue with price 
eR lint ena | Pair ti information, The Pope 
Ge., 4 Summer &t., Boston. 


Pe Christian. 








A a ‘religious weekly, published for the 
Pre pure and primitive ristianity. Al! 
who desire, to inquire “ ior by - eld paths, where 

read 6 per year. 


months for’ war,” shou 
hy mon for 0 0 conte, or 3 months on 4 | for 2% cents 
FREE’ ‘Koa: ‘Address. - —— 
QUINTER & BRUMBAUGH BROTHERS, 
Box 50, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. 


GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER 
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F.Miller Piar 
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GREAT OFFER! New PRGA 
EAR Hiatt ce 


I " 
he ENTS at BARC 
VANTED. y Aline rated © 
TTORA S&C 
| STRANGE E BUT TRUEY 
| thas Seeelt sain  ¥.S8 r Sew. 
° ing Ma for #80. 
best made. 


't pay 
Ry aerating but buy direct, 

snve #20! Our. all. 
Don't buy till you read it. Hundreds 
of testimonials. Machines sent any- 
where on trial. No risk. You need not pay till suited. 
wore ‘PAYNE & ©O., 47 Third Avenue, Chicago, Ill 
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_|FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


We have made esnintpindinte to supply Sunday- 
schools with everything necessary for the usual Christ- 
mas time, including 


Fancy Boxes, Bags, Cornucopias, Wax Candles 
and Holders, and Confectionery. 

Goods carefully packed and shipped on the day 
ordered, aud collections made on deiivery. We take 
the utmost pains to give satisfaction to all. Send for 
cicnlar and Holiday Catalogue. 

mwa” Every thing in the Sunday-schoo! line furnished 
at the best rates, 

Cc. R. BLACKALL, 
No. 9 Murray Street, New York. 


. —— = THE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPER TEND 

SEND ING HIS ADBRESS WITH THE AME 
OF HIS 








SCHOOL: WILL RECEIVE rex 
copy pbsjen ABOVE PAPER TAP 
SAMPLE = ABOVE PAPER FREE 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO. 
-* PROVIDENCE R.1. 


ACENTS . ONEY E N 
A Story an MAKE, aT 4 E }: MON BNSF LLING 
Tells How House, Cook, Dreas, 
Care for Si Ack, ) Children, Treat A 
Entcrtain Co 
Happy. and Ee: of other 
thine’ which C every ho 
keeper wants to 0! P in ETE: interes ine 
and useful Home Book ever published. Fully endorsed 
by lerey, Scholars, the Press, dnd thousands of Prac- 
tieal Housekeepers, E Fine paper, Clesr 
type. Beautiful bind- ings, Low price, Sclis 
everywhere, Full description and terms free. Address 


J.C. McCURDY § a co., Philadelphia, Pa 
o plete 
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Col IPL ET Beautiful anu 








On entire Bible,in one volume,ever published. Endorse- 
nee soak | 200 ablest scholars(Send for these). Aas ted to ail: 
men (embodies latest research}: Gu “school 
week kere, Students,Children ; a book daze. 
rare featares. Description of Palestine; Bistory of Apes 
Labors in Asia Minor; Life of St. John; Tables sho ry time 
of each patriarch, prophet aad king; comeatee & and dates 
of books of Bible; how the earth Y¥ peopled from Noah; 
parables and miracles of Old and New Testaments; the 
twenty-four sermons of Christ in their order; the eighteen 
miracles of the Apostles. 1920 pages. 
Price. $3. +e envi ty nowt yt 
to er ntont cw nern 
Lhy olumerso 


475 illustrations. 

ing fast. Some agents makin 

on wante 
th St, Phila. 


N & CO., 66 N. 






ay ne ee ee 

containing 280 Lliustratica: 

with Ca ah. Price ve tes Pond 

 ~ ee 48 sre Wigs 

‘a Sureetand Stage 

Fy ete, Beautiful and manifold a cuntee 
avisible Front Coifures. The ‘ 

and most complete work in its line ever 








lished in the U. 8 No Lady aad ne 

. v Dealer shoei be wimout iL 
JEma Fe. “Mattes, y HAUSSER & CO., 300 Grand 
St., N. x. Go0ds sent v. U. -, PEAVueye Ul returning 
FOR CHILDREN! This Magazine will begin the 


| Jone 1881 with a new and 
and other tm 
It will continue to 


THE | monte all imita 


tors. The 
NURSERY “isco scenes’ 
Fifteenth Year. extra, nombers v= 


NURSERY PUBLISHING O©O., 
36 Bromfield St., Boston, Maes. 
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THE SUNDAY 





SOHOOL TIMES. 





PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME TIMES, Published weekly 
at le postage. 





@ following rates, which includ: 
From 1 to 4 coples ......0<..0<«« wccncssesccos $2.00 each. 





« 59 copies to one addrers . 10 « 
« 10 19 copies to one address 1B « 
® copies or more to one address... 100 « 


ihe yenee is ah Se “ap paver mess op to whet Gate 





@ subscriber ha publisher does not by that 
receive a pacat from the’ ou subscriber that the paper 
be tM d will to sendtt. The paper 


above club rates, the papers wi malled av to 
the individual addresses of the members of a club. = 
this case, however, the papers for a club must all go to 
4 t-office, and the subscription must not be for 
an one year 
Additions may be made at any me tos ub, LA yo 
same rate at which the club, as 


ad 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
tor the time of their subscriptions. 
Pa rs foraclub, whether going in a 
dress, or sent ie wey SAN @ members o' 
the the club, will be discontinued at expiration of tke 


bers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any pereon writing to renew either a 
eu pon. in connection with which } name has 
not re been known to the publisher please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 

have heretofore been sent. 
triends, ha - 41. pies t free frows this 
can have en copies sen 
Office to any address. 
THE avery Wont Y LEBSON LEAF. LEAF, A separate leat for 


100 copies, on @ .60 
Hats Se a SECT Gav talben 
. for less than one mo: moat. 

, " * Contains the Les 
THE i SaaS QUARTER Xion signed ma, 
Ringie etane ay nce 


ree mont tone quarter).......-.. Ac 
Under! 10 copies, three months, ths, CRON ....-cccncene 07 


=" TREAT BRITAIN, 
om. er pgnshton. 
Timea bout fee, OF & year, to any ah 5 Yo Great 


mid'oy al ue principal seeredenleen ofS tropes 
so e@ princi n ers, Dp’ 
will also The Scholars’ ¥ Quarterly, price fourpence, 


ADVERTISING RATES. 

The uniform rate for ordinary 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch 
tion, whether for one Lew 


months there being a extra 
witha eae of ad chistes 
will be 30 cents 








i 
iit 







the Business De 
for insertion, and. for 
40 cents per line 
Letters 4A 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


~ GLAD TIDINGS TO ALL! 


To-day, no one is compelled to 
dress in a cold room, but can find 
it warm, and his coffee boiled be- 
fore rising. This clock does the 
work, wakens you 












and adds one hour of solid com- 
fort to every day of your life, and 
saves you worlds of trouble, Christ- 
mas gifts of gold or silver will not compare with one 
of these clocks. Circulars free. Mention this paper. 


PATENT CLOCK WORKS, Terre Haute, Ind. 


“TI endorse all the inventor cliims.”"—W. M. K. 
Darwood, Pastor Asbury berinahae Terre Haute, | Ind. 


Fancy Yarns, 


Rnitine Silks, ete., one. 
2 skeins Worsted, 10c. ; 
eens Denectavsy ‘silk, ino. 
keins Orewel, 15c. ; 
janbrold idery a 08, Sc; % 
New Tidy Petterns, 2%c.; 3 Seratch- ray peo lhc. 
Send $1.00 tor our SAMPLE PACKAGE. 
Tt beats the world. Retails for # 66. Contains? skeins 
Worsted. 6 Worsted Needles, 6 skeins Embroid 
Sik, 25 New EKmbr: idery Designs, 6 New Tid 
terns. ya'd Java Canvas ‘¢ yard Honeycom Can- 
vas, 1 New Motto 1 Scratch-my-back,! Card Basket. 
1 Cornucopia, | Watch Case, 1 Crochet Needle, | sheet 
White and | sheet Silver Perforated Board Staups 
taken. T. KE. PARKER, Lynn, Mass. 


“HEALTH FLOUR.” | 


The life of two.kinds of wheat. Free from starch or 
bran. A rare family flour for all uses. Unrivaled in 





food .a ue to al! who need a brain_perve, bone, or 
wpsecle-ys Pema flour, and in every famliy with chil- 
ren 


‘ GLUTEN DIABETIC FLOUR.” 


A tonic »nd waste-repatring food, invaluable to suf- 


ferers from dyspepsia, diabetes, Bright’s disease, or % 


nervous pear Trial proves their value, 
FARWELL & RHINES, Proprietors, 
wer Watertown,.New York, 
ta) 


e by 
AUSTIN. NICHOLS & CO., New York. 
COBB, BATES, & YERXA, Boston, Fall River, 
and Providence. 
MITCHELL, FLETORER, & CO., Enijpésiphia, Fa. 
_JOB PARK ER’S SONS, Utica, New Yor 


AGENTS WANT no Fea THE 


SUMMIT 


Ptove-Pipe Shelf and Utenatl Stand, the 
most convenient article ever —— ~3 4 
keepers. Agents meet with « 
thanever. One agent made e1ba in’ in 15 Sdaye 
another @3S8 in B days, another @@7 in I day. 
freight Free to Agents, Send for circulars to 1 
er SUMMIT hhh Shs te co, 
hiladeiphia, Pa; Oincinaati, 0 St. Louls, Me. 










1880_BEATTY’S _1861. 
HOLIDAY CREETING. 


6OLD DIRECT TO 


THE PUBLIC, 
























ATTY 


One price CABINET ORGANS. 


CHURCH, CHAPEL & PARLOR. 


EATTY 


PIANO-FORTES. 


GRAND SQUARE & UPRIGHT. ‘ 
Best and swectest toned instruments in the World 


Orczans 16 Stops, 2 Knee! Sw ellis, 9 full sets of 
Golden Tongue Kecds. 5 Octuves, Walnut Case, 
French eneering, Handles. Lamp Stands, 
Pocket for Music,extra range ty fancy Top.Beatty's 

iow Patent Stop Action, New Vox Celpste Stop. 
which isby far the sweetest and most perfect 
that has ever been ascanpee 

ents nts price about $400. te } orice (having no agents) 
Stool, Book, Masie, boxe = xed & shipped Only $85. 


Holiday Grictian, Getke ale for Christmas and 


New Years Presents, Dont wait tillthe very last moment. 
Endless variety of New Styles for the Holidays. Largest 
assortment of Pianos and Organs that are sold direct to 
the public, to be found in this country. 


Organs $20840 $50855 S$60865 875 885 
to $1,000.2 to 32 stops Pinnos $125 to $1,600. 


No. 5,000. A magnificent Organ, 14 Stops, 4 Set Reeds, only. 
BGS, No. 70, A set reeds, £5 & Stops, $558. Warrant d. 


Eag LATEST ILLU STRATED € ATALOGUE 


with beautiful Steel Plate Engraving, Sent Free. 
Those desiring ee Ae haseare requested ° visit my factury 
here and relect tho instrument in persor 






w@™ Be sure to write me for Catalogue Illustrated Newspaper, Circular &c, belo you decide te parchase elsewhere 


Address orcalion DANIEL F.BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey. 


‘Readin s! Recitations! Elecution! 











SUNDA 


SE 






Good Words, 
My Paper, 









Samples Free. E. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, 


COLORED DE 


Prepared 


The International — Lessons. 


Needed. 
COLORS BRIGHT 


AND 


ATTRACTIVE. 


These Designs are printed upon large sheets of paper, 32x46 inches, in colers, ready for use. 


OBJECT TEACHING is aepow ope 
pressions upon the minds and hearts of 
the eye, the ear, and the last word, with which 





SCHOOL 


Published by the Christian at Work Pub. Co. 
Cood Cheer, 


REDUCTION 





Y 


PAPERS 


Old and Young. 


IN PRICES. 


W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P. O. Box 3918, New York. 





DESIGNS 


expressly for 


NO TIME, 


REQUIRED TO 


FOR USE. 


to be the very best means of making lasting im- 
oung, and the Superintendent has each Sabbath 
impress the truths of the lesson home to the heart. 


SEND AT ONCE FOR FULL DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, Address, 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH 





FREE S 


THE NATIONAL SUN 
WILL BE SENT 


During the past year no Sunday School Magaz 


CO., Publishers, Providence, R. |. 


PECIMEN 


OF 


DAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
ON APPLICATION. 


ine has become so popular as THE TEACHER, bor has 


been so highly commended by the press and by prominent Sunday School Workers. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., ‘CHICAGO, ILL. 





~ SAFE 





PROMPT 





LIBERAL — 


PROVIDENT 
LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Incorporated Third Mo. 22, 1865. 


Exceedingly low death-rate 
pocemnaenin to policy-holders. Conse 
GENTLEMEN 


Simple, intelligible. untechnical form of policy. 


Liberality . ad 


rvative management. Strict business methods. 


F ADDRESS AND INTELLIGENCE WANTED TO ACTAS AGENTS, Appty tothe Company, 


Labor or Expense 


PREPARE THEM 





(Vol. XXIL., No. 51. 

























pat 
Ne Ig NOW READY. 

= }OP.GARRETT & CO. 
SSVFF) 208 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
This samter < uniform with the Series, and contains an- 
other HUNDNFD splendid Declamations ard Readings 
combining Sentiment, Oratory, Pathos, Wumer, Fun. 
180 pp. Price. 30 cts. mailed free. Sol:i by Booksellers. 
od aty boy who apeaks pieces — la member of a Lyceum 
who wante Momething New cite. should Get the 
Whole Met « :ut rates and Full L tat of © ontents Free 


TEMPERANCE LESSON LEAVES 


The National Temperance Society has just issued a 
new Temperance Lesson Leaf for the use of Sunday- 
schools, the last Sunday in December. entitled: “* The 
Defilement of Drink.” It contains Texts, Q 1estions, 
Tllustrations, Notes, Responsive Readings, Primary 

ons, Hymns, etc. Four pages. Price, 50 cents per 
hundr Address 
J.N. STEARNS, Publishin 
58 Reade Street, 


Agent, 
New York City. 


sexo. PAPERS 


BAPTIST TEACHER, 
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, 
YOUNG REAPER, 
OUR LITTLE ONES, 


ADVANCED BIBLE LESSON QUAR- 
TERLY, 


BIBLE LESSON MONTHLY, 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 
CHILDREN’S PICTURE LESSON, 
PICTURE LESSON CARDS. 





Cheap, Attractive, Beautiful, and Interesting. 
Samples FREE. Address 


B. GRIFFITH, 1420 CHESTNUT STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sa FRIENDS! If you are in any way interested in 


BEES OR HONEY, 


We will with pleasure send you a aample com we ‘@ 4 
MONTHLY GLFANINGS IN BEE 

with a Comestesre price-list of the latest ae a 
ments in Hives, Honey Extractors, Artificial 
Comb,Section Honey Boxes, all books and jour- 
nals, and ovetrihing perisining to Bee yore loth- 
ing patented. Simply send your address on a nostal 
card. written plainly, to A. I. ROOT, Medina, Ohio. 


Novel Christmas and New Year Tokens. 


‘THE STAR IN THE EAST. 


A collection of Religious Prose and Verse appropriate 
to the season. 

Cut in the form of a Cross, with Gilt Star on front 
cover, and Manger Scene on the reverse, making a 
highly illuminated cover. Tied witha ribbon. 50 cents. 


The Hour-Glass Calendar for 188, 


Containing a Calendar for each Month, with poetical 
quotations. Done up in highly illumtnated covers, 
with emblematic designs, and tied with aribbon. 40 
cents, 

The many persons who found “The Christmas Bell,” 
and “Easter Voices” 380 acceptable, wili be equally 
pleased with these new tokens. 

ANSON D F. RANDOLPH & COMPANY, 
900 Broadway, Cor. 20th St., New York. 

Sold by booksellers, or sent by mail, prepaid, on re- 
ceipt of | the the price, in postage stamps. or otherwise. 











HOOK AND HASTINGS, 


Boston, Mass. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1827. 


Bullders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati 
Music Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the 
great Organ in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and of 
neariy 1,000 other 


CHURCH ORGANS 


fer every part of the country. 


We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 
ORG AN (of pipes only) at prices varying from $400 to 
$1,000. and upwar 

MUSIC CO MM ITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to apply to us di ect for all information 
con: ected with our ait, DESCRIPiIVE CIRCU- 
LAR and specifications furnished on application. 

Second-haud Orgaus in great variety fur sale at bar- 
gains to purchasers. 


SPECTAC LES — 


THAT Ate” SUIT ALL SIGHTS. Send three 
eaiee & r an Illustrated Calalogue of 150 pages and be 


R. & J. BECK, 
Manufacturing Optician: 
016 Chestnut Street. Philad: ladelphia, Pa. 
| oo Sheets Paper aud 12 Envelopes mailed for Silver 
Dime. All good. Box & Taylorstown, Wash.Co. .Pa. 
GENTS WANTED ,.iY22 Weorraims 
sell the bests FAMIL 
MACHINE ever invented. Will knit a 
of stockings with heel and toe complete, in 
20 minutes. It willalso knita great variety of ret, Bend 
work for which there is on saready market. 
for circular and te terms TWOMBLY 
MACHINE . 409 Washington St . Boston, — 


In gauring goods, or in making inguiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, yuu 
wili oblige the publisher as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The 
S«-day Sehool Times. 
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Christmas Candies. | IMMEN SE REDUCTIONS! 
Candies for all the Year. ; PIANOS 480 ORCANS 


AT WHOLESALE FACTORY PRICES. 




















WE ARE NOW PREPARED FOR THE CHRISTMAS RUSH. LET THE CHILDREN | 










The PARAGON 

COME. LET THE YOUNG FOLKS COME. LET THE OLD FOLKS COME. | ¥1FTEEN A13 Stop Organ PATTERSON ORGA Style No. 440. 

LET THE POOR FOLKS COME. LET THE RICH FOLKS COME. | DAYS ONLY aeaaae man ns Wises ee a 

WE HAVE SWEETS FOR ALL, AND PRICES TO SUIT EVERYBODY'S POCKET. | Tos fs) gy met Aa ey ben Bm gly 
T y I fied f h Steam Candy Work testify to sid . + 2 

the superiority of our guode, We have made it cur business to supply thems With mixtures st & vesy low Sedan dt ities Meeiitonaieden eat soe. 


price. not expecting to get rich from the patronage of Sundar-schools, but to have the satisfaction of | 
pleasing parents and children, and thus gain their good wishes. Our prices this year, 16, 18, 20, and 23 cents per | 
ound. Samples furnished free to comum'ttees. We have imported direct, and are just « oem an invoice of | 
eantifal Parisian Goods for the Holiday Trade consisting of Sug r Plum Boxesaud Beskets in new designs | 
and colors. Wonderfal -.< [o Bonbonieres, Favors, Cossaques, etc., etc. The largestand finest assortment | 
ever brought to this city. Call early by make selection. 


CROFT, WILBUR, & CO., 1226 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


7O,.COO Sold Weariy. 


THE GROWING POPULARITY AND USEFULNESS OF CABINET OR PARLOR 
ORGANS IS SHOWN BY THE FACT THAT SEVENTY THOUSAND ARE SOLD 
YEARLY IN THE UNITED STATES. THE BEST ARE THE 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGANS 


Which have been awarded Highest Distinctions for Demonstrated Supe- 
riority at EVERY ONE of the GREAT WORLD’S INDUSTRIAL EXHIBI- 
TIONS for thirteen years, without one single exception. 


NEW STYLES ARE READY THIS SEASON 


WITH IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS. FOR LARGE CHURCHES, SPLENDID ORGANS, WITH GREAT POWER AND VARIETY, 
aT $570, $480, $390, AND LESS PRIcEs ; FOR SMALLER CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, &c., $84 To $200 Axp 
UPWARDS. SUPERB DRAWING-ROOM STYLES at $200 To $510 aND UPwarps; A GREAT VARIETY OF 
SMALLER ORGANS OF EQUAL EXCELLENCE, THOUGH LESS CAPACITY, OR IN PLAINER CASES, AT $51 ro $200 
AND UPWARDS. ALSO FURNISHED FOR MONTHLY OR QUARTERLY PAYMENTS, $5 AND UPWARDS. 

These Organs are certainly unrivaled in excellence, while the prices are not much 
higher than those of very inferior instruments. 

BEFORE PURCHASING ANY ORGAN SEND For LATEST ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE (32 pp. 470), CONTAINING 
FULL DESCRIPTIONS AND PRICES, INCLUDING NEW STYLES, AND MUCH USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THE PURCHASER OF 
ANY ORGAN, WHICH WILL BE SENT FREE AND POST-PAID. MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO., 154 
TREMONT Sr., Re STK IN: 46 Fast tAth Srrert, NEW YORK; 149 Wasash AVENUE, CHICAGO, 


GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. - MARIE, TODD & BARD. 


BAKER?’S GOOLE 
CHOCOLATE, IPENs. 


3 unique, and combines elegance of Design. just pro- 
With Stool. rion, and beautiful finish. The case is of itd 
lack Walnut, tastefully ornamented with handsome 
Mottled French Walnut Panels, which being highly 
finished, contrast admirably with Dark Walnut of 
Case. The tone jig remarkable for purity and 
sweetness, combined with volume, variety 
and brilllancy. The touch is quick, respon- 
sive and pliant, and, in fact, the whole instru- 
ment, in action and case, has every requisite of the 
most perfect Parlor Organ. S@7>No better organ 
can be purchased for family use.-@ You 
pay for instrument only after you have 
lly tested it at own home l5days. 

If not as represented, return it at my expense, I 
paying freight both ways. Each instrument boxed 
and delivered on cars here for only @BOS. 
Fully warranted for 6 years. Remember 
this offer is at my lowest Net Cash wholesale 
Factory price, therefore no reductions can be 
made. Order at once from this advertisement, giving 
asreferenceany responsible Banker or Business Firm. 


PIANOS ORCANS 
$200, $235, $260, | $45, $50, $75. $90, 
and $300. $100, $110. 

With Cover, Stool, and Rook. With Stool, and RBeok, 




















Catalogue free. Address the manufacturer, 


JAS. T. PATTERSON, 
P. 0. Drawer 12, Bridgeport, Ct., U. 8. A. 


~The SECRET of COOD LUCK 
UsSsSINEss 


Be it Large or 7Smaly t is the Free, Careful and Persistent 


USE OF PRINTER’S INK. 

How to do it at next to no cost, so as to pay, is all explained 
inthe handsome mew Pamphlet describing the world 
renowned Model Press. This little book may make or 
save you hundreds of dollars. The popularity ofthe Model 
Press i is world-wide, It is in use by Business Men 














to-day, in every civilized country on the Globe. It is 

PENCILS HOLDERS GASES, ete. strong, fast, reliable and simple, and so easily managed that 

he standard for a Century. BROADWAY, NEW Y any boy of ro years can do nice work, and hundreds of dollars 
one hocolate is made from th« Send for Price List. 


¥ worth of it every year, and to rint is more fas: inating 
than to play. Clergymen and Sunday School Superinten 
dents are using the Model Press with unbounded suc- 
cess in Church and S. S. work. We make 12 styles—hand and 
foot power, at prices from $3.00 to $175.00. We have just made a 
Sweeping Reduction in Prices 
of all our Type, Cuts, Rules, Borders, etc., etc? If you already 
have a Press you may save some money by getting this 
Reduced Price T.ist, showing over 1000 styles. 


J. W. DAUGHADAY & 00., 721 Chestnut St.. Philadelnhi-, 


COLUMBIA 


None genuine unless Are made 6f fine, soft 


ped 
on handle : Gingham, will® not turn 
“COLUMBIA,” e brown or gray, or soil the 


FAST COLOR most a” garment in 
DROWN & OO., Makers. 


dur Goods are for sale by First-class Dealers in U.S 
choicest Cocoa, carefully selected a — a 
and prepared. It is the best 
preparation of plain Chocolate in 
the market for family use. 

Send ro Cents for New 


—— ane 


Sold by Grocers everywhere. et hs ae 
W. BAKER « CO., 


Dorchester, Mass. 
FLEXIBLE 


cents’ RUBBER MITTENS. 


As elegant in appearance as black kid mittens, which 
they closely resemble. Just the thing for ladies to 
wear to hang out clothes in winter. Just the thing 
for clergymen, doctors, carriage drivers. aud every- 
bod Fieece-lined, warm as toast and cheapest ne 
of the kind in the world. Sample.pair by mail, 
cents; 3 pair for $1.00. Circulars free. Lares dieconns 
toagents. AMERICAN MANUFACTURING O., 

Ci ity Mills, , Massach usetis. 


INVALID ROLLING CHAIR. 3 


(RECLINING) 











ARE THE MOST DURABLE: 








ATMORE’S MINCE MEAT. 


TRADE MARK. 









TRADE MABK. 


Established 1842. 


1776. SPECIAL AWARD BY Caren 1876. 


NIAL COMMISSION. 
GENUINE ENGLISH 


PLUM PUDDING. 
ASK YOUR GROCER FOR ATMORE’S. 


It is prepared with the most mnayenene care from the choicest materials. 


_ATMORE & SON, 141 South Front Street, Philadelohia, Pa. 


» «ztCH EINGs - or 
| er | MUSICAL WONDER 
a TRADE 















RS. Port S' 
is ee 08.9) LDL Hanae sa RON 


‘Clinton H. Menee’ y Bell cambaay, 


Successors to Meneely & Kimberly, Bell Founders, 
Troy, N. Y.. manufacture a superior gone’? oo of Bells, 
Spec'al attention given to Church Cata- 
logues sent free to parties needing bells. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 

Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 

WARRANTED. Cats alog ue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati. O. 















And Srergopticons, pr tews llustrating every 

for Public Exhibitions. a. ‘A framaie business 

with smalicapital, Also Macte Layrerns for Church and Sun- 
@ay-schort and Home Amusement. Send stamp for 116-page Cata- 
logue. McALLISTER, mM’ f¢ Optician, 49 Nassac Sr.,3 New Yorx. 
























lays F-verythin Sacred tic and Dance " led, Re uired, 
The Best Skate aver Invented. re Pe eee ~ Cabimstioe ‘Automatic Musica — sg See ey Organs and a Pine Pianos. 6 to. $30. Large Instrument 
Also AMERICAN CL ~ 860 to $2,500. 
SCROLL SAW Flectwood. ‘Dexter. NAOLLER’ NOR- \ CA Raye EE THEM AT 
t SOL Ro 4 &e WECIAN MECHANICAL ORGU INETTE ‘Co TPANY AKEROOMS 
Wood, Designs, and Saws. OOL CHESTS | 





NO. 831 BROADWAY, BET. 12th AND 13th STS. 


GOD-LIVER OlL_|| Holiday Presents. WJOHNS 


SILK AND ALPACA UMBRELLAS IN GREAT 

PUREST ||" sew nesigvanrens | |, ASCESTOS 
OF HASSLER'S Steam Pive & Boiler Coverin $ Steam Packi ng. 
BEST. || Umbrella Manufactory, | ™" %2"%.Snesting. fire prceL costings. &° 


To which we have lately removed, H.W. JOHNS MF'C CO. 87 MAIDEN LANE. N.Y 


No. 516 MARKET 8r., PHILA. 
i York physicians ptogognee it th« A NEW ARTICLE SILK MOHAIR UMBRELLAS 
1r Tn: ranc : 5 — fully Selected 
P Ra on Co., purest eng tee. Sq by Diyowem VERY HANDSOME AND DURABLE. TAG ‘IOI mur i 


INCORPORATED 1825. W.H.Sehieffelin & Co.( 140" 4%") New) ork | | = N SLIDES, 


$2,011,112.11, } L. J. GICt Wee Chestnnt Bt, Palladeiphie. 
lent oe r 
SH Mivenev x, wasiden patie ra Taare ‘|New York Shopping ngs i 
CROW ELL, Secretary. 
JOHN: i THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. oF EVERY DERG RIPTION eqpacnted wih prompti- 
5 An ean tode and taste. eferences in all parts of the country. 

E the Order of Bervice, tound in The ‘Scholars mates hee or yoo. sak byt ty A Great Circulars, giving full information, sent free, by ad- Catalogues, 10 centa, 

years Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per Drytts, gormangot busindss to Agente Bend samp for cir | dressing | Mra. gz" M. DECKER, ) woe recy ny re ra’ Weeule 
bundred No‘extra charge for postage. &CO. 8 . Mas P, 0. Bex 4243, New York City. Splendid Outfite ot Bottom Prices, 


with Best Tools. Loweat Be rices guaranteed 


___TALLMAN & McPADDEN, 607 Market St, Philada. 


Lowest prices ever } known FOR — 
~ Breecl,-Loaders, 5 - 
ifles, & | Ltevolvers. Geueral 2 
OUR WR $i5 SHOT-GUN vote ae 
Scrofula, 
~ greatly —y ~~~ price. Rheumatism 
IMusthated Cetslogue or Consumptien, 


». POWT; LL & SON, 238 Main Street, c INC CINNATI, 0 is superior to any in de- 













lieacy of taste and smell, 


1830, acplitciaal <aeteien aiaiaanciier 
THE PENNSYLVANIA Stan titi oe 


European and New 











CaPITaL 
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If the teachers in your school have been using The Sunday School Times during this year, and expect to use it again for 1881, will you not see that the 


renewal of the subscription is made early? If 
unacquainted with the paper, the publisher wi 
Tue Sunpay Scuoor Times this 
you can send the order for your clu 


Terms of Subscription.—From 1 to 4 copies, $2.00 each. From 5 to 9 
copies, in a package to one address, $1.50 each. From 10 to 19 copies, in a 
a to one address, $1.25 each. Twenty copies or more, in a package to 
one address, $1.00 each. No charge for postage. Subscriptions will be taken 
for any portion of a year at yearly rates. hile the rs for a club at above 
rates must be sent in a package to one address, the publisher requires that each 


club subscription be accompanied with the names and addresses of the persons 
who are to use the paper. 


igen school has not used the 


paper cannot a club be formed for the new year? If any of the teachers are 


send you as many copies as you need to distribute among them. Twenty thousand teachers began using 
year, makiug in all nearly forty-five thousand subscribers, and hundreds of new clubs are now being formed. The earlier 
the better it will be, but whether it comes early or late, it will be filled as promptly as possible. 


For twenty-five cents per copy in addition to the foregoing club rates, the 
papers will be mailed directly te the individual addresses of the members of a 
club. In this case, however, the papers for a club must all go to one post-office, 
and the subscription must not be for less than one year. The papers for the 
entire club must be sent either to the individual addresses (at this additional 
charge of 25 cents per copy), or else in a pack to one ad . The papers 


cannot be sent partly in a package to one address and partly to individual 
addresses. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








HE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


This publication has a circulation of 140.000 copies. It is published in both the United States and Grest 
Britain, and is used by schools of all denominations. The number for the first quarter of 1831 will contain 
besides its Jarge amount of lesson matter, two excellent colored maps, a beautiful full-page engraving, and 
eight pages of appropriate lesson hymns, with music. 


Price for 1881,.—THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY Is published every three months. The price of it for 
1881 will be 2 ceots a year, or §25 for a hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost of tage to anb- 
seribers. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the year'y rate; under 10 copies, three months, 
seven centseach. To supply a class would coat: For Ave scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents: for 
ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents, od seven cents jor a specimen copy. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


Tre Werx iy Lesson Lear furnishes each Sunday's lesson on a separate sheet by itself. The leaves 
for each month are sent by mail in ample time for distribution. The price is $7 20 per hundred copies a yeur. 
or 60 cents a month, and the same proportionate rate tor larger or smaller qnantities. Co sidering the amount 
of paper and printing furnished, and thecare given to its preparation, this is the cheapest Lesson Leaf in use. 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISES. 


‘Two scriptural Christmas Exercises, that can easily be uced by any school, have been printed in pamphlet 
form, and either of them wi!l be mailed to any address, Postage pevperd. at the rate. of $2.00 per hundred cupies. 
The titie of one is ‘The Wonderful;” of the other, * The Gift of Gitts.” A specimen copy of each will Le 
mailed on receipt of 5 cents. 


The New Question Papers. 


Send for a specimen of the new QUESTION LEAF, printed on writing paper, and requiring written 
answers to questions on the lesson. This leaf has been used for several months re, some of the best Sunday- 
schools of brooklyn and New York. Here is what a few superintendents say of it: 


From George A, Bell, Superintendent of the Central Cong. &. 8. (Rev. Dr. Scudder’ s). 


** Bome wr go there was a discussion in a meeting of Sundav-school superintendents, in this city, on 
the « ', How can we increase the reading or study of the lessons in the homes of the scholars It 
ws .c@ almost universal testimony thet the lessons were not studied and not often even read before the ses- 
sion of the schoolcommenced. An idea thrown out at the meeting developed into this experimental plan. 
A ‘Question Leaf’ was arr ed with some riniple questions, spaced to sllow of an answer Rg written in 
after each question: One or two of the questions called tor replies outside of the immeiate lesson, the refe - 
ences being given, thus necessitating the opening oft the Bible itself to get the answers. Tue replies were 
sognteed to yp writien with ink, and this the scholar would have to do at home. Fach‘ LS egey Leaf’ ended 
with the ouestion: ‘Have you reed this lessop at home?’ and each leaf was required to be signed by the 
schular, TWe experiment was tried by eight or nine of our active schools.and the result was so satis'‘actory 
that a, has been resolved tu continue it for the remaining Sabbaths quarter, including the Quarterly 
Review.’ 








From DP. W. Me Witlioms, Superintendent of the Lafeyette Avenue Presb. &. 8. (Rev. Dr. Cuyler’s). 

* The plan works well. I am leased with what I see of isa results in our school. . 
of four Sunday-schoo! scholars, I am gratified with what the Question Papers lead to at 
From the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. Pastor of Olivet Miss'on,. New York, 

* Tn some of our classes resnits have been secured by this method which have been reached In no other by A 
1, ®ch: lars who nevcr looked at the lesson have heen allured to study. 2. Parents have been led to Acip 
ehild with ita lessons. On the whole I feel the plan is good.” 
Prom H. RB. White, Superintendent of Mayflower Mission ont School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

** We have used the Question Papers during this quarter with very satisfactory resulta. They have induced 
more lesson study at home by the « holars,and excited an Interest in the lessons among Many of eran. 
1 often hear pew of the parents sitting down with their children to help study out the answers, that 
answers may be written.” 

Similar letters are also in hand from Mr. Samuel Rooth. Superintendent of the Hanson Place M 

urch Suoday-achool. Brooklyn; . L. Platt, Superintendent of Plymouth Church Sunday-school, 
Brooklyn; G. A. Koos, Superintendent of the Allen Street Presbyterian Church Sunday-echool, New York: 
the Rev. 6. Burr, of New York: Henry Schade, Superintendent of the Ainslie Street Presbyterian Church 
Suod y-school, Brouklyn; P. Wyckoff, Superintendent of the Strong Place Baptist Church -s-hool, 
Brooklyn; and others. , 

There leaves wil) be published for 1881 by The Sunday School Times, and will be mailed, free of postage, at 
the rate of 80 cents per hundred a month, or, $9.60 year. Samples free. 


ADDRESS, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


As 


ee a father, too, 
home.” 








Whatever else you have for 1881 you will certainly want 


> MEREDITHS POCKET NOTES 


--ONTHE-= 


INT.SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1881 


WHY? First, Because the author ‘as leader of a class of two thousand teachers, meeting weekly in 
Tremont Temple, Boston, has shown his ability to supply what teachers want. Second, Because notes 

he pocket, with a cover of sufficient strepeth and tonghness 
three months’ wear, . LLAR. iv volumes, Thirty Cents. The 
Scripture Text for each lesson is printed in full. You will also find a great he)p in the 


MONTHLY CABINET OF ILLUSTRATIONS | 


A large part of this azine is devoted to Anecdotes, Ana 
Lesso miscellaneous iliustrations for the use of Christian Workers, 












mag 
national 5.8 ns. ‘There are also m 


any 
Pastors, Superintendents, Teachers, and the Religious Press commend it. Terms, One Dollar per year: Ten 
Cents, singly. For either of the above or anything in the line of Sunday-school_leseon pepe for teachers and 
scholars, address, ia HOWARD GAN ETT, Tremont emple, Boston. 


PICTURES ILLUSTRATING LESSONS OF 1881. 


The attention of S. 8, Superintendents end Teachers is asked to “Shoppell’s Portfolio of 
Pictures illustrating the 52 International Lessons of 1881,” as something new, beautiful, and 
eminently useful. They fix in the mind of the teacher a connected and graphic history of the 
year’s lessons. For the class they elucidate each lesson, as it occurs, in such a manner, that 
even indifferent scholars are interested. After use with the class the Portfolio is of permanent 
and increasing value to the teacher as a pictorial record of work done and lessons past. All 
of these pictures are really fine engravings, beautifully printed (hand proofs), each size 7x10. 

Prices: Full Portfolio (52 pictures) 60 cents; Either half year (26 pictures) 35 cents; 
Mailed Free, 

N. B.—To secure a wide sale the prices have been put so low that the expensejof sending 


mens cannot be afforded, but publisher engages to return money to any,who are 
issatisfied. Address, 


R. W. SHOPPELL, Publisher, Bratz Hovssr, New Yorx, N. Y. 


FOR CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR. 


A Present that will Help Your Class a Year. 
“THE LESSON CALENDAR.” 


Sunday-school teachers everywhere are delighted with “ The Lesson Calendar ” for 1881 
and many have already arran to give it to their classes. It is something entirely new, an 
will do much to secure lesson study at home. Hanging upon the wall of a scholar’s room, it 
will be a daily reminder and help. The Lesson Calendar is in the form of a pad, containing 
52 leaves—one leaf for each week of the year. On each leaf stands out prominently the month, 
days of the week, and days of the month. There are also given the Home ing for each 
day, the Memory Verses of the lesson, a few leading questions on the lesson, the Golden Text, 
and the Topic and Outline, The pad is placed upon a handsome cardboard background, which 
adds to the attractiveness ef this new scholar’s-help. Price by mail, prepaid, 25 cents each 
A specimen leaf of the Calendar is given below. 


ADDREss, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Special Notice.—As teachers at a distance have hardly time to order a sample of The 
Lesson Calendar before ordering a supply, the publisher, having confidence that it will give 
entire satisfaction, makes the following offer : 

Any teacher ordering a number of copies of The Lesson Calendar without having first seen 
a specimen copy, can, if not satisfied with them, return them to the publisher, who will at once 
refund the money paid for them. 


SPECIMEN LEAF OF THE LESSON CALENDAR, 


JULY. 








MONDAY. TUESDAY. WEDNESDAY. 
Read Exod. 2 : 5-15. Read Psa. 70 : 1-5. Read Luke 2: 8-20. 
Deliverance Foreshown. Our Deliverer Prayed for. Our Deliverer Found, 


4 


What were the names of 
Moses’ parents? 


o 


Why, and how long, did 
Moses’ parents bide him? 


6 


“ And Pharaoh’s daughter 
said unto her, Take this child 
away, and nurse it for me, 
and I will give thee thy 
wages.” 





THURSDAY. 


Read Acts 7 : 17-22. 
« Israels Deliverer Trained. 


FRIDAY. SATURDAY. 


Read Acts 7 : 23-29. 
Israel’s Deliverer Ready, 


9 


“ And she called his name 
Moses: and she said, Because 
I drew him out of the water.” 








e Read Luke 2: 39-52. 
Our Deliverer Trained, 


S 


“And the child grew, and 
she brought him unto Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, and he be- 
came her son.” 


SUNDAY. 


Read Mark 1 : 9-16. 
Our Deliverer Ready. 


10 


LESSON II. 
Exod, 2: 5-15. 


“And the woman took the 
child, and nursed it.” 





TITLE. 
The Coming Deliverer. 
GOLDEN TEXT. 


“By faith Moses, when he 
was come to years, refused to 
he called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter.” Heb. 11 : 24. 


TOPIC. 
Deliverance Foreshown. 


OUTLINE. 
1, The Deliverer Found. 
2. The Deliverer Trained. 
8. The Deliverer Ready. 








INDISPENSABLE FOR EVERY SUNDAY- SCHOOL ! 
RAAZ, A., Wall Map of Palestine. Photo-lithographed from a Relief. 
Rollers (size 54 by 32 inches). Free by mail, $3.00. 
The plastic effect of this Map is It appears to the eye to be an actual Relief, and it not only 


rising. J 
answers the same purpose, but is peoterebie on a of its cheapness, durability, and more convenient material 
“ We recommend, heartily, the wall map of Palestine. published by B. Westermann & Co., New York. In 
itself it is most admirable; and, in fact, superior to all other cheap wall 5 -y On rollers and cloth it is $3.00 
only, by mall. Every hill, valley, river. mount, town and viliage, is given in a manner to deligbt the student, 
Th 


@ map looks like a photograph, as in fact it is.’— Kind Words for the Sunday-school Children, July 8, 1878. 


B. WESTERMANN & CO., 838 Broadway, New York. — 
“SHOULD BE IN EVEDY CHRISTIAN FAMILY.” 





Mounted on 





Marcus Ward's Sacred Calendar. 


HIGHLY ILLUMINATED. THE BACKGROUND REPRESENTING DAY AND NIGHT. A LEAF 
TO BE TORN EACH DAY FROM THE BLOCK TABLET. 
The information comprises Church Festivals, Holidays, Postal Information. etc, ; and a text from Scripture 
for every day in the year, arranged in weekly subjects. Price, 50 cents. Wil! be sent postpaid on receipt 
of price by the publishers, MABCUS WARD & CO., 611 @ 613 Chestaut &., Philadelphia. 





The Sunday Sc) col Tes holds “self responsible for the character of the advertisements it contains, and wil! refund to its subscribers any money that they lose through /roudulené advertisements in its columns 


d 
[December 18, 1880 , 


About Clubs for The Sunday School Times. 








